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On Mother’s Day in 1946, the American Mothers organization gave Emma Clarissa Clement its “Mother of the Year” honor, the first Black woman to receive the award. Clement, the granddaughter of an escaped slave, lived in Providence, Rhode Island and came south to attend Livingstone College in Salisbury, North Carolina, where she married Rev. George Clinton Clement on May 25, 1898. Clement, 71, when she received the award, had accomplished much as a mother, civic leader and religious educator in the state of Kentucky.  As a widow, she raised four sons and three daughters, four of whom went on to become college professors. All seven of the Clement children graduated from Livingstone College, the chief institution of higher learning in the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. Upon winning the award, Clement accepted the honor on behalf of all Black mothers. She continued working in the state for the A.M.E. Zion church until her passing in 1952. The American Mothers organization is an offshoot of the Golden Rule Foundation, founded by Eleanor Roosevelt, Sara Delano Roosevelt, Mamie Eisenhower, JC Penney, and Norman Vincent Peale. The organization recognizes mothers from all walks of life who have used the role to provide inspiration and instruction to the nation’s future.
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MOTHER’S DAY
May 11, 2025

Quadrennial Theme:

Reaching the Masses in an Ever-Changing World, the Journey Continues
Self-Care and Wellness, Equity and Justice, Leadership and Legacy, Empathy and Compassion


Mrs. Sandra B. Crowder, International President

EMMA CLARISSA CLEMENT DAY
Mother’s Day

Order of Service

The Call to Worship: And Jesus said, "Come!" To all mothers and all children: he said, "Come!" to the motherless and the childless: he said, "Come!" to all who long to be mothered: he said, "Come!

The Invocation: Father, we seek your Holy Spirit in this time of remembrance Emma Clarissa Clement, an example of Christian motherhood. May Your Spirit reign upon all women of faith who have mothered us in our lives. May all mothers feel your Holy Spirit in every word that is uttered in this service today. For it is our desire to know, to love, and to worship you in spirit and in truth. In the name of Jesus, Amen!

The Opening Hymn                                     “Faith of Our Mothers”

The Scripture 		                           Proverbs 31:25-29
	                                                                                                                       
The Prayer Litany
Leader: We pray for biological mothers and women who have assumed the mother’s role in a child’s life.
People: Grant them joy and the appreciation of others.
Leader: We pray for mothers who are raising their children in poverty.
People: Grant them relief and justice.
Leader: We pray for mothers who enjoy financial abundance.
People: Grant them time to share with their families.
Leader: We pray for mothers in marriages that are in crisis.
People: Grant them support and insight.
Leader: We pray for mothers who are separated from their children.
People: Grant them faith and hope.
Leader: We pray for mothers who are advocates for justice and fighters of inequities that affect the quality of life for their children.
All:  Grant them strength, wisdom, and courage and the protective hand of our loving and just God. 

The Remembrance of Emma Clarissa Clement
Share historical highlights of Mrs. Emma Clarissa Clement, as the first African American woman to be named Mother of the Year.  (Light a white candle and lay a white rose in front of the candle.)
		
The Offering                                                The Offertory  

The Introduction of the Speaker                                                             

The Hymn of Preparation                   “I Want to Live So God 
                                                                                            Can Use Me”

The Message       	         Speaker:
                   “Mothers Advocating for Jesus and His Children”
                                                                                 
The Invitational Song                     “Because He Lives”             
The Call to Christian Discipleship

The Emma Clarissa Clement Recognitions 
· Recognize mothers as Advocates for Equity and Justice
· Select a mother to receive an Emma Clarissa Clement mother of the Year Award.  
· 
The Missionary Benediction:
“God be merciful unto us, and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us, and give us peace.” Amen
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