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""For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in

him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
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majesty of His power as we enjoy the sacredness of the Adv&d#ason, reflecting
RQ KRZ ZH FDQ SUHSDUH RXU KHDUWVY @ Q& KK Z
it is today. Advent season is a very special time of year thatrsetimes gets lost
in the bright lights of the Christmas season it precedes. [t a time for faith
communities and families to remember, through prayer, refletions, special
music, and good deeds what the true me@L QJ RI -HV XVHe BdventV
Season, a time of preparation directs with care our hearts anchinds, and the
scripture readings during this time reminds us not to waste autime with
predictions; Advent is not about speculations, but a time that wehould not be
weighted down and distracted by the cares of the world.

As a servant of God and the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Churchl count

Winter Edition
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Joseph King Davis, Jr.,
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Membership+Mrs. Connie Bell-Wright
Around the RegiontRegional Articles

CLC Convocation Information

it all joy for this pinnacle of privilege to serve as the Iternational President of
the Connectional Lay Council. God requires each of us to be workeia His
vineyard providing passionate service, accomplished without the exgtation of
human honor or reward. Serving our God can be wonderful with satisfing
experiences, if we perform our tasks for God, under His divine gwer, and not
man. In Ephesians 6:6-7, we are informed to approach our wky SQRW ZL
service, as men pleasers, but as bond servan@hwist doing the will of God from
WKH KHDUW ZLWK JRRGZLOO GRLQJ VHUWekrudt
not forget our mission to prepare, nurture, and equip laity or life discipleship
in the Kingdom of God. Our ministries across our Zion boundaries mst remain
effective, affirming, and evangelistic with a transforming nature, to
strengthening our fellowship as an organization. As we serve these positions
of trust, it is also imperative we are intentional, focused githful and fruitful in
our actions. Without question, our future remains determined § the actions
we take today, either rewarding and lasting, or relentless and limatd. Let us
continue to confront our opposition, confirm the opportunities God seds our
way and celebrate the outcomes of our struggles with commitmerand
dedication.

As we continue to enjoy the Advent Season of the liturgical year, are of
expectant waiting and preparation of our hearts and minds for thenniversary
Rl WKH /RUGYV ELUWK RQ &KULVWPDV WRLO®|
elected and assigned for supervision. My inexpressibly and inadeafe thanks
to Almighty God who continues to safeguard my leadership responsiliies with

a mandate to effect change. May God grant you the light in Christmasyhich

is faith; the warmth of Christmas, which is love; the radiance of Chistmas

which is purity; the righteousness of Christmas, which is justigethe belief in

Christmas, which is truth; the all of Christmas, which is Christ. Best wishes to
all of Zion during this glorious season of the year. May the joyfuspirit that

permeates the air; remain with you well into the New Year with PBCE,

POWER, and ABUNDANT BLESSINGS. Remember, stand firm, stay fagsed
and serve faithfully.
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Congratulations!

Congratulations to the CLC International President - Mr. Joseph King Davis, Jr.,
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Because of your generous giving and support of L3
Day Offering (2022). The Connectional Lay Counc
was able to present a check in the amount of
$20,000 in support of the Janie B. Speaks Hospitaj’” i ‘
located in Western West Africa Episcopal District t@@ /7= X\ |1 AT SRS
Bishop Hilliard Dogbe, Presiding Prelate and Mrs. [ '
Cynthia Dogbe, Missionary Supervisor. A new
Imaging Block (X-ray wing) has been constructed
and named in honor of the CLC International
President for our generous giving to both the
hospital and the transportation needs. The video o
the dedication can be found on the CLC Facebook page.
Bishop Dogbe is in the process of correcting the spelling ¢
SZ % E ¢] vS[* 0 *S v u X

X ray unit named in honor of our President Joseph King Davis,
Jr. see the link attached...

https://youtu.be/Dz6rVPa3mOE?si=bP1jEhtlu-e8eyDT
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https://youtu.be/Dz6rVPa3mOE?si=bP1jEht1u-e8eyDT
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N ewsfrom the First Vice Pr esid ent
D ecember 2023 ~ Wint er Edi tion

Greetings Zion s Laity an d Fr iends,

A dv ent Season

The Advent Season is celebrated this year Dec. 3rd -December 24 ™. Adventis a
time of joyful Anticipation as we prepare our hearts for the Christmas season in

the weeks leading up to the birth of Christ. Christians around the world pray,

repent and reflect on the goodness and promises of God.

Hope -Scripture Reading - Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19
Peace -Scripture Reading - Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

Joy 2Scripture Reading - Psalm 126

Love - Scripture Reading -Psalm 89;1-4, 19-26

Devotional Bread.org

P wbdPE

CLC Convocation

Get registered and get ready to meet up in Louisville for the CLC 12 " Quadrennial
Convocation, March 14 - 17", 2024 (Thursday 2 Sunday) Early registration
($150.00) is open until February 23 a,

Lodging may be secured at the Louisville Marriott East, 1903 Embassy Square
Drive, Louisville, KY. We have a great room rate at $147.00 + taxes ($163.00). You
may contact the hotel directly by calling 503.491.1184 using the reservation code:

;\ AME Zion CLC Convocation Mar 2024 or use the link below. 5
}‘/\} }\: ‘ Book your group rate for AME Zion Church Connectional Lay Council Con vocation 4R
VAVAVY. P g
ey B ~DEADLINE FOR HOTEL RESERVATIONS- FEBRUARY 20, 2024~ % |_ i1
N o ~DEADLINE FOR CONVOCATION REGISTRATION- FEBRUARY 23, 202%4, 2
\[}(’. - ~REMIND AND SHARE WITH OTHERS~ o ﬁf{.
%, o 2.2
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https://www.marriott.com/events/start.mi?id=1689622989098&key=GRP
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Convocation planning is at full speed to accommodate you. We are expecting as

many of you as possible to be in attendance. If you are a General Conference

Delegate or Alternate, clergy or laity, plan to be there! Our excelle nt presenters
will have you equipped and prepared for the upcoming General Conferenc e. We
encourage you to invite others to attend and become informed delegates (that

includes, the new, the young and the seasoned). The CLC Convocation will refresh

and prepare you for the work ahead and Louisville is the place to be!

We are so very thankful to Bishop Michael A. Frencher, Sr., Presiding Prelate of
the Midwest Episcopal District, Chairman of the Board of Lay Activities and
President of the Board of Bishops, Mrs. Gelenia Frencher, Missionary Supervisor,
Ms. Lynda Byrd, 3 ™ Vice Chair, BOLA, Presiding Elder O Lacy Evans and Mrs.
Martha Scudder, Host Partners Co-chairs, along with an awesome Team who has
supported us tremendously in our efforts as we plan for your arrival. We owe

them a great deal of thanks! When you arrive in Louisville, be sure to say thanks!

Our Wellness Team will be in place to assist you in taking all precautionar y
measures to protect you and others during our time together at the Convocation.
We are urging everyone to update your booster or get vaccinated. We ask that

you complete and return the health waiver before arriving on-site. Each
registrant will also receive a CLC Health and Wellness Kit.
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Celebrat our theme with us: “Cultivating Our Fai th, Committedto Service:
* HOHLD R QIR HOHLD BR Qu\We will be in Derby town, so men bring your Derby
and Bowties and ladies bring your hats or fascinators /

In addition to the informative sessions, the Registration package will include

Convocation materials, Welcome Program, The Opening Worship Service, Pr ayer
Breakfast, CLC Legislation and By-laws, Leadership Luncheon, The Bishop George

J. Leake, Ill Endowed Scholarship Breakfast, Community Outreach

SURMHFW 9RWLQJ &DQGLGDWHV: IRUXP <$, &KDW 6HVVLRQ DQC
registered candidates for the Episcopacy and General Officers have been i nvited

to attend and participate in the forum. We also invite you to worship with us

Sunday, March 17 ™ @10:00am, Broadway Temple AME Zion Church, 1301 W.

Broadway, Louisville, KY.

Bi shop George J. Leake Illl , Endowed Scholarsh ip

Crystal Awards will be presented at the Bishop George J. Leake Scholarship

Breakfast. (See flyer) Donations or contributions in the amount of $1500.00

(Platinum), $1,000.00 (Gold), or $500.00 (Silver) will be recognized to receive a

Crystal Award. Help us to disseminate this information and solicit donations for

the GJL Scholarship fund. Donations may be given individually, as a Local

&KXUFK DV D 'LVWULFW RU D &RQIHUHQFH DQ (SLVFRSDO 'LVW
PHPRU\p RI D ORYHG RQH

Vendor Opportunities

Individuals or businesses interested in securing a space as a vendor or exhibit

during the Convocation are asked to contact Connie Bell Wright,

CLC2VP.ConniebellWright@gmail.com &RQQLH ZLOO HPDLO WKH YHQGRIL
them. Deadline to sign up is March 1 2024,

YA | Chat Session

The YAI will present an interactive session on Gate Keepers. The YAl is chaire d
by Dottie Stephens. Be sure to be there to participate!

Commun ity Outreach Pr oject

The CLC Community Outreach Project is soliciting your support. We have a 2-fold
project. You can decide to support one or both.


mailto:CLC2VP.ConniebellWright@gmail.com
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“/IMAD F\, Q/R XV Y@+ We need your support to donate books for children and
youth (Pre-K 25" Grade). It would be most appreciative for the children to have
books that identify with them. The children that attend the Newburg Community
Center will enjoy an afternoon of having storybooks read to them, followed by
choosing books to take home and a snack will be provided. If you are planning to

be in Louisville, volunteer to help with set up, reading books, serving snacks,
distributing books, and help with clean up.

" 6D HW IR UBHQLR W+A senior community has been selected that needs additional

lighting for security. We are asking for $20.00 donations for the purchase of a

SDLU RI VRODU OLJKWV« VHW ZLOO EH GLVWULEXWHG WR HDFK
purchased at Amazon, Home Depot, or Lowes. We also will provide large print

Devotionals to each senior.

If you are willing to support the Louisville Community Outreach Project, ple ase
contact Pat Hunter, CLC Outreach Coordinator Caliconlaypresident@gmail.com

for more information on where to send books and/or lights if you are not able to

bring/send them.

We thank you in advance for supporting the CLC Convocation Outreach Ministry
in Louisville.

Get Vaccinated ~ Get Registered ~ Get your Room Reserved and head to Louisville
in March 2024! We look forward to having you join us at the last Connectional
stop before the General Conference!

Wishing you and your family aB lessed Chr istmasandaH appy N ew Y ear!

>4
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Lbuisville Marriott East, Louisville, KY N

s % ’M}
"Derby Style" @é‘ e
Ladies wear your finest hat or fascinator!

Men wear your most stylish bowtie!

Ticket included with your Registration.

Early Registration $150.00 by Feb. 23rd
Late/Onsite Registration $165.00.

Fhdeie e bk ek rr e kvt e wrikirh ek vx




Hotel Iocatlon' 903
» Hotel R 2

Parking: FREE £
Hotel Reservation Deadline: Feb. 20, 2024

M 11 E l A ;.

\ B

; ' ] o A ‘(I e
1 “' ",l‘

-j Py .;‘Jz ::?_}.“:L ‘:

:: 1 El;i : B B ,' 5y -

I B B 2 ) %L g

& A NJ ' .
S ‘s

S : . -~
- Pre-Regist voe

)
\

4

>
S
=

llost Bishop




THE AFRICIAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL ZION CHURCH

12" Quadrennial Lay Convocation Registration Form
March 14, 2024
Louisville Marriott East ~ 1903 Embassy Square BRiuisville, KY
Host Regional DirddterMartha Scudder
Host Presiding Bishop: The Right Reverend Michael A. Frencher a8mabh Connectional Board of Lay Activities

Theme:» pos]A §]vP KuE & ]3ZU }uu]ds 38} » EA] W 'v E

FOUNDED 1796

Mr.
Name:
Last First Title: (Dr., Rev., etg.

Address: Apt/
City: State/Zip:
Telenhone: (Cell
E- Mail:
Epniscopal District: Annual Conference:
District:

Local Church:

Age Group: 22 -40 41 - 49 50 and up First Time Attendee: Yes NO

Lay Council Officer; Connectional = Conference District Local Position:
General Conference Delegatetay delegate  Clergy Delegate Alternate Delegate:Lay Alternate  Clergy Alternate

REGISTRATION FEE: Check Appropriate Box
Pre- Registration by February 23, 2024 [ ] $150.00
Late/On-site Registration [] $165.00

Registration includes: Meal Ticket for: Welcome Program/Dinner, Leadership Luncheon, Challenge Luncheon, Prayer Breakfas
Candidate Reception, and Convocation Materials

Additional Tickets: Leake Scholarship Breakfast - $40.00/ticket ~ # of tickets: Total: $

Make all checks and money orders payable to CLC (ConnedtianaCouncil). Mail form, with payment to: Connectidhay
Council, Attn. Priscilla Leeper, Post Office Box 26770, CharldiC 28221.

You can also email your form t@icoffice@amezion.or@nd pay via Cash App ($CLCAMEZ) or Givelify (ConnekliapaCouncil).
GIVELIFY USERS ARE TO INCLUDE THE $5.00 PROCESSREGFEERZHRORBE sure to indicate your payment method on the
registration form.

Hotel Reservations: Louisville Marriott East, 1903 Embassy Square Biwdsville, KY 40299 (502) 491-1184 - Rate:
$141.00 + taxes = $163.66/day. Reservation CotleD <]}v > }vA} &]}v DPdKing:&-REE
Hotel Reservation Deadline: Feb. 20, 2024 ~~~ Reservatidodglow t Ctrl + click to make your reservations:

For more information, Contact Priscilla Leeper, Registratidm@person (704) 599-4630 x2566.

Special Dietary Requirements

Emergency Contact Name Telephone

Relationship

Amount: $
Payment Method: Cash App Givelify Check Cash



mailto:clcoffice@amezion.org
https://www.marriott.com/events/start.mi?id=1689622989098&key=GRP

. The Connectional Lay Council

presents

 The Bishop George J. Leake, IlI
‘ Endowed Scholarship
Crystal Awards

The award exemplifies:
Vision — Integrity - Empowerment

Your commitment of giving will support the financial needs of divinity students enrolling
at
Hood Theological Seminary.

Crystal Award Donation Levels:

Gold - $1,500.00
Silver - $1,000.00
Bronze- $500.00

Awards will be presented during the March 2024 Quadrennial Lay Convocation
In addition, a Silent Auction will be held at the Convocation.
Make your Tax-Deductible Donations by February 28,2024
Payable via cash, check or online payment:
Connectional Lay Council, AME Zion Church
Mail to: P.O. Box 26770, Charlotte, NC 28221-6770
Cash app: $CLCAMEZ or Givelify: Connectional Lay.Council

Rose L. Stokes, Scholarship Committee Chair =
Mr. Joseph King Davis, Jr., CLC International President
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What a gift?
But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. (1 John 2:20)

+RZ PDQ\ WLPHV KDYH \RKeWD VERVRORKDYHGGER®YH WKD T EXW
\RXU KHDG WR RYHUULGH WKDW OLWAMOB YRW>X" Y RLWH

FDQEIW ULJKW ~ 2U 3, FRXO GQ¢§ Wgue Roy dr EndtatiahK atl Kehoid-thigy
become our limitations!

source of wisdom*RGYV ZLVGRP 'RQYW EH VXUSULVHG LI H RI Z
VR XQGYV OL N Hthagugbt whurrided thies befornd then disregarded.

/ILVWHQ DJDLQ 3,W LV SOX UIDSORG
(Philippians 2:13 NIV).

The next time your spiritual intuition tells you something-trust it!

CamneBellWright
CLC 29 Vice President
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Membership Totals by Type Total Total Number of Churches % of Churches
30-Nov-23 1Year 4-Year Life Memberships Number of Churches wiacti  ve w/active
*) Memberships Memberships

Eastern North Carolina Episcopal District 10,560 148 797 11,505 304 267 88%
Bishop Kenneth Monroe
Piedmont Episcopal District 9,271 51 565 9,887 224 217 97%
Bishop Darryl B. Starnes, Sr.
North Eastern Episcopal District 3,126 223 531 3,880 147 106 72%
Bishop Dennis V. Proctor
South Atlantic Episcopal District 4,066 156 527 4,749 146 124 85%
Bishop Mildred B. Hines
Mid-Atlantic Episcopal District 1,675 56 652 2,403 150 89 59%
Bishop W. Darin Moore
Midwest Episcopal District 813 71 153 1,596 100 52 52%
Bishop Michael A. Frencher,Sr..
Alabama-Florida Episcopal District 3,516 126 237 3,879 227 143 63%
Bishop George D. Crenshaw
Western Episcopal District 304 22 96 422 36 26 2%
Bishop Brian R. Thompson
Southwestern Delta Episcopal District 756 266 159 1,181 74 39 53%
Bishop Eric L. Leake

Sub Total 34,087 1,119 3,717 39,502 1408 1063 75%

Central Southern Africa Episcopal District
Bishop Seth O. Lartey

Western West Africa Episcopal District 12,609
Bishop Hilliard K. Dogbe

Eastern West Africa Episcopal District 7,276

Bishop Uduak Effiong

Angola Annual Conference 16,000

Bahamas Islands Annual Conference 16
Grand Total 75,403

CONISEROD

50,000 HOW DO WE GET THERE?
Acrive Lay Couct Piedmont 11,000
Memsersaies Fastern North Carolina 12,500

Midwest 3,000

100% North Eastern 5,500
Acnve Locat Church Lay South Atlantic 5,000
Councit Miwisteies Mid Atlantic 4,500

4‘ 0 00 Alabama Florida 5,500
Lire Mewses Southwestern Delta 2,000

Western 1,000

Connie Bell-Wright, 2nd. Vice President/Membership Chairperson

cle2vp.conniebellwright@gmail.com

TO4T4TSH Joseph King Do, &, ntmofionol Presdent
{kdjr1911@frontier.com




Connectional Lay Council
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

Mr. Hank Dobson — Regional Director

S~

Mr. Jerry L. McCombs

605-313-6058

CODE:773910#
Emall Prayer Requ@&stsatitin21 @charter.net

2pTUESDAYS @ 8:30 P.M.

Jerry McCom bs, Cha plain

d the me -
ﬂmggmd%@e% ce(}fgﬂﬂj ﬁfﬁ w%efstgie

oo b 1 Tl
Jdl of grace and frth.  Joho H
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EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
E Mr. Hank Dobson — Regional Director

36 %ODFN DQG *ROG $I1IDLU "
Goldsboro District Black and Gold Banquet

Sonya M. Powell, contributor

The members of the Goldsboro District (Cape Fear Conference) Lay Council re-established the
celebration of its laity with its first Black and Gold Banquet held in over seven years, on the
evening of October 28, 2023. We chose the spacious fellowship hall located at Mount Zion A. M.
E. Zion Church in Delway, NC for the event. Because of the foresight and dedication of the
Goldsboro District Lay Council President, Mr. Monte Forte (who is also the recentigcelec
President of the Cape Fear Conference Lay Council), there were lay members presentrfrom eve
church in our district, as well as ministers of every rank including the eminent Rgelslder of

the Goldsboro District, the Reverend Dr. Andrew Dixon (A. D.) Brown.

Distinguished guests included the International President of the Connectional Lay Council, Mr.
Joseph King Davis Jr., our illustrious guest speaker; Dr. Mary Matthews, the immediate Past
International President of the Connectional Lay Council, who provided an informative and
knowledgeable introduction of our guest speaker; the immediate Past President of the Cape Fea
Conference Lay Council, Mr. Oliver Dobson; the President of the Wilmington District Lay
Council, Mr. William Evans; and the President of the Lumberton District Lay Council, Mr. Norris
Ebron.

». O

Seated at the dais: Mr. Monte Forte, District President; MivédIDobson, immediate past President of the
Cape Fear Conference Lay Council; Dr. Mary Matthews, immedidtehpasational President of the
Connectional Lay Council, Mr. Joseph King Davis, Jr., Interndresalent of the Connectional Lay
Council; Mrs. Ella brown, wife of Presiding Elder A.D. Brown; Rev.dpewADixon Brown, Presiding Elder
of the Goldsboro District



The entertainment for the evening featured the vocals of Mrs. Marla Suggs (St. James, Goldsboro)
and the keyboard expertise of Mr. Michale Marable (St. Thomas, Roseboro, minister of music).
Not only did Mrs. Suggs inspire all present with her renditions of several familiar sondy;. but
Marable also allowed his fingers to set and keep the spirit of the occasion ever befoire those
attendance.

Program participants were Presider, Mrs. Bridgette Henry (St. Thomas, Roseboro); Scripture, Mrs.
Viah Oates (St. Thomas, Roseboro); Prayer, Mr. Horace Jessup (Harrison Creek);
Greetings/Occasion, Mrs. Barbara Peterson (St. Stephen, Garland); Introduction of Spatsal Gue
Mrs. Sonya Powell (St. Thomas, Roseboro); Grace, Mr. Sydney Gray (Union Chapel); Special
Presentations by Rev. Dr. Hugh Miller and Mr. Monte Forte; Introduction of Speaker, Dr. Mary
Matthews; Remarks, Rev. Dr. A. D. Brown.

Recognition was given to the Goldsboro District Lay Person of the Year, Mrs. Barbara Peterson.
She was presented a plaque by her former pastor, the Rev. Dr. Hugh Miller, which congratulated
her on her accomplishments in her local chutSt. Stephen, Garland, N€and recognized her
leadership. In addition, Mr. Monte Forte, Cape Fear Conference and Goldsboro District Lay
President, acknowledged Mr. Oliver Dobson for his 18 years of service as the Cape Fear
Conference Lay Council President.

Goldsboro District Lay Person of the Year
presented by Rev. Dr. Hugh Miller to
Mrs. Barbara Peterson, member,

St. Stephen, Garland

New Cape Fear Conference Lay Council Preside
Monte Forte, acknowledging and presenting toke
of appreciation to former Cape Fear Conference
President, Oliver Dobson, who served for 18 yeal
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The speaker for the occa5|on Mr. Joseph King Davis, Jr. fhmllérnatlonal President of the

Connectional Lay Council, is a member of the St. Mark A. M. E. Zion
Church, Durham, NC, and a retired educator who remains active in
education even after retirement. He has been affectionately referred to

DV 3DQ XQGHUFRYHU SUHD F Keld that ugig akH FHUW
he spoke eloquently and passionately to the Goldsboro District during

their banquet.

'LWK WKH &RQQHFWLRQDO /D\ &RXQFLOYV 7KL
6KDULQJ 2XU )DLWK LQ PLQG 3UHVLGHQW 'D)
church, a movement empowered by the holy spirit, from strengthening

our fellowship, and now by to sharing our faith, reflects our mission.

The black church is now confronted with rising issues that impinge on

race and identity. Social concerns such as poverty, gang violence,

- ¥ prison concerns, drug use, unemployment, homelessness, and blatant
racism. There are still serious challenges on the African continent where th&idMEhurch has

the highest growth, such as financial challenges and health care. All these chalffstges. Our

next level of service requires laity right here in this room to increase our commitedmible

your efforts, retool, and restore with a strong focus for the task ahead in this quadrennial, as we

share our faith. How will the Lay Council share our faith and respond to the pandemic of gun

violence that has terrorized many of our communities where our children and adults are being
slaughtered right in the street, devastating the families of all impacteddeytthgic murders and

robbing us of the potential greatness deposited in young men and women? How will the Lay

Council secure our future and respond in serving the flock calling for greater accountability from
WKH SROLFH GHSDUWPHQW"”

+H FRQWLQXHG 3:H FDQQRW VLW VLOHQWO\ RQURWHGVLIEHOLQ
must find ways to restore order and peace and tranquility to our neighborhoods. Our churches

should be sacred spaces offering help for families, safe places for youth, and hubs for tutoring and
mentoring and character education. To strengthen our fellowship, serve our flock, and share our
IDLWK WKH IUHHGRP FKXUFK PXFK EH DW IRUHIURQW RI WKH F

JXUWKHU KH VWDWHG 33$Q\ VXFFHVV DQG FUHGLW LQ WKLV ZI
who have prayed for it. We must be about praying, praising, and promoting the kingdom of our

God. The work of lay ministry is not about me or about you, it is about giving God the glory and

WKH KRQRU °

)
5
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8:H PXVW NHHS GLVFLSOH PDNLQJ DQG NLQJGRP E
church. Even amidst changing events, conditions, and circumstances, God has
remained unchanged. God knows God cares, God can, God has, and God will
again! God blesses by looking beyond our human faults in order to use us for
+LV JORU\ +LV JUDFH KDV QR PHDVXUH +LV SRZHI

3:H PXVW FRQWLQXH WR HPEUDFH PLQLVWU\ RSSRI
lead His people. However, there are some things we must leave behind to

secure our future. Leave behind our tears, our tragedies. our tempers, our

terrible attitudes, our thoughtlessness, our trials, our tribulations, our trash,

8 and our turmoll to arrive at a place of productivity. Change is not our enemy;

¥ FKDQJH LV LQGHHG RXU IULHQG ~

SUHVLGHQW 'DYLV HPSKDVL]HG WKDW 37KH /D\ &RXQ FH[G PG W
our presence, equip our people, explore our possibilities by communicating a tramgform

message. We must deliver a message not a mess, we must give people hotheunaghe

hindrance, we must communicate to convert, change, and convince rather than be conniving or
controlling. We must be unified in barriers to build new bridges. It is part of our respdns$dili

become fishers of men. To help others be productive spiritually, fish for souls and change lives
IRUHYHU :KDW NLQG RI RUJDQL]DWLRQ GRHV LW WDNH IRU DC
council, a gift oriented lay council, a ministry balanced lay council,

a biblical lay council, a motivated and mobilized lay council, and a failurgaeslay council. In

order to share our faith, we must be strong advocates and witnesses of the litaniesrapdtstat

we recite. Are we living our words? Do you really believe what you stand and recite as the Lay

Council Affirmation of Laity? Do you believe the Lay Council scripture, Proverbs 3:5-6? Do you

believe the Lay Council Closing Prayer, the Lay Council Mission, and the Lay Council theme

song? Yes, we have accompldlG PXFK DV D /D\ &RXQFLO EXW RXU ZRUN L

SUHVLGHQW 'DYLV FORVHG ZLWK 32XU ZRUN LV VWLOO XQGRQ
hope, help, and healing. We still have fight for freedom and human dignity and do it with a spirit of
love, faith in God and hope for the future as you $¢r"™WKH $0( =LRQ &KXUFK ~

3, SUD\ WKDW *RG ZLOO ORRN XSRQ ZKDW , KDYH GRQH KHUH
LW DV P\ RITHULQJ RI SUDLVH $V QWHUQDWLRQDO 3UHVLGHQ
God to glorify, a never dying soul to save, and fit it for the sky; To serve the present age, my

FDOOLQJ WR IXOILOO RK PD\ LW DOO P\ SRZHUV BDQRXWMW WR
FDUH DV LQ WK\ VLJKW WR OLYH DQG 2 WK\ VHUYDQW /RUG S
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S 1YH VKRZOQ XS WKH GHHG LV GRQH EXW WKH VWUXJJOH FRC
NQRZ LV WR ORYH DQG WR ORYH LV WR VHUYH -HVXV ZKR E\

The service ended with the Lay Council closing prayer. All who were in attendgogeca
delicious catered meal that included pork tenderloin with gravy, baked chicken, masheespota
green beans, fresh corn, yeast rolls, assorted desserts, tea, and lemonade.

A special note of thanks is extended to Mr. Monte Forte and the Goldsboro District Lay Council
officers who had a vision and worked to make that vision a reality. To God be the glory for his
divine guidance and presence for this event. It was a blessed event becaaseprsant from

start to finish!

Members of the Goldsboro
District enjoying food and
fellowship at Black and Gold Lay
Council Banquet

Attendees enjoying the festivities during p4®
the Goldsboro District Lay Council Black & £
Gold Banquet 253




Connectional Lay Council

i comE African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

WITH

NORTH EASTERN EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
Ms. Rhandi Stith — Regional Director

NORTH EAST REGION CELEBRATES
CONNECTIONAL LAY SUNDAY
NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE
Clinton A.M.E. Zion Church
Ansonia, Connecticut
The Reverend Drian Riley, Pastor

Rev. Brian Riley, pastor of Clinton, Ansonia, CT. Shelley HenryrdHBifftsict President spoke at
Clinton on Connectional Sunday. Title was "All That We Staeapture from the Gospel of John
14:25-27.

Walls Clarke Temple AME Zion Church
New London, CT
Sis Luanna Pina President Lay Council
Reverend Isaiah McCorkle, Pastor

Our speaker was Bro DiAngelo Romney Supt of Sunday School.

What a powerful message on how we must work together as a TEAdMya must be on one
accord for the church to move forward under the leadershipwfBastor Isaiah McCorkle.
Respectfully submitted,

Sis Luanna Pina President

Lay Council
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" NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE

New Jesey Conference Lay Council
Mrs. Doretha Stevens, President
Mr. Lawrence Johnson, Board Chairman

Sunday, October 15, 2023, the New Jersey Conference Lay Council gathered for our Annual Lay
Sunday observance at Varick Memorial African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in Hackens
New Jersey. The host pastor, Rev. Rashaun Booker, the First Lady Mrs. Larissa Booker, and the
Varick Memorial family warmly welcomed us into the beautiful edifice of God. Tieereoon

service opened with praise, worship and testimonies that set the atmosphere @attinghe

Holy Spirit. Our president, Mrs. Dottie Stevens welcomed all present and those vehwitteus
virtually. She also recognized our Regional Director, Ms. Rhandi Stith and Mr. Louis Romaine,
who surprised us with their presence. Rev. Devon Horton blessed the afternoon with sgirit fille
selections with Rev. Mack Brandon on the keys.

OV 6DQGUD 30XI1ILQ" 1HZPDQ zZzDV WKH /D\ 6SHDNHU DQG FKRVI
PHVVDJH HQWLWOHG 3, WYV 1RW (QRXJK’ sciipture, Ritky 22D2DH EDVHG
34, was previously read by our conference president in the order of service. Muffin opened up by
reading an excerpt of a poem she wrote entil@dO D U L W\~ 6KH FRQWLQXHG E\ JRL
FXUUHQW WKHPH 36KDULQJ 2XU )DLWK™ DQG H[SODLQLQJ WK
the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. The three main focal points of the CLC,

Evangelism, Encouragement and Edification, were defined and the importance of membesship wa
UHLQIRUFHG 7KHQ WKH TXHVWLRQ ZDV DVNHG 3,V \RXU ORFD
edifying the pe OH RI *RG"" $IWHU WKH TXHVWLRQ ZDV SRVHG OXIIL
the focus being that Jesus has already prayed for us that our faith will not fail, and we can be

confident we will return to the work that the Lay Council has been called to do by God and our
founders.

7KH PHVVDJH FRQWLQXHG ZLWK WKUHH PDLQ SRLQWYV 37K

servants ’ 3/LNH SHWHU ZH PD\ KDYH IDOOHQ VKRUW LQ RXU OD\

VLPSOH 6LPRQ EXW -HVXV KDV DOUHDG\ SUD\HG DQG SDLG IR

If you think you can do everything on your own, yean, but just know it will only go as far as

\RXU FDSDELOLWLHYV DQG ,7 6 127 (128*+" 1H[WQOXAXWQ)DHWW F
E\ PDNLQJ WKH V WpasihgRbt CaNk, it j3Mol wateirg\Wlown our faith,
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and it is not dressing up our faith. It is simply sharing our faith and sometimes we must share who

we are for others to understand our faith. The message was closed by Muffin speaking about who

she was and part of her testimony and then giving thisc@allel 3, FKDUJH \RX WRGD\ WE
evaluate your Lay Council. Do a full audit of its functionality and effectiveness as wisll as i

potential. Then | want you tBvangelize:Use the word of God in your actions and interactions.

Go outside the four walls of the church. Be relevEntourage Give the lay people as well as

clergy some hopeCreate Jobs, start businesses, really rally the people of God to serve and use the
power that is in the lay council. From INFORMED voting to starting Christian OWNED
FRPPXQLW\ SURJUDPV VFKRROV EX\LQJ KRWHOV D@&. HYHQW

Edify: by educating YOURSELF first then the people of God. Start to gather minds for useful
dialogue and effective service. MAKE EACH OTHER BETTER. IRON SHARPENS IRON.
BUILD YOUR TEAMS and network.

Finally, she challenged all to share their faith, tell their stories. Getvaeatite a song or a book,

Tell the truth about your failed or successful marriage and the part you played. Expose those
sensitive parts of you when you were at your weakest. Demonstrate your faith by the work you do
in the Lay CouncilDo a new thing, like working together Share your faith by preventing more
black bodies from dropping at the hand of law enforcement and negligent health care progessional
Share your faith by actually knowing who and what you are voting for, not just because they claim
a certain denomination or because they look like you or the same sex as you or if theptrepres
certain political party. Share your faith by educating yourself about other cultures andgearni

be more open minded. Share your faith by showing love to all people.

Whatever we are doing now, Is Not enough but Jesus has already petitioned for us that our faith
will not fail so when you leave here, GO EVANGELIZE, GO ENCOURAGE, GO EDIFY. MAK
IT ENOUGH

|
|
{
\
7.
h
*‘A\, 2
=)

W] SUE W Z AX Al}v
Presiding Elder of the Jersey City District, Rev. Dr. Odingalokjal



Pictured: Mr. Louis Romaine, Ms. Sandra Newman, Ms. Rhandi Stith, Mrs. Dottie Stevens, Mr.
Lawrence Johnson Il
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1st A.M.E. Zion Church
Paterson, New Jersey
Doris Fisher. Local President
The Reverend Dr. Douglas Maven

On OCTOBER 15th 1st Church Paterson celebrate our Lay Cour@iiiDgpeaker was Dale Skip
Vanresiler on Sharing Our Faith. The 5 W's, who, what, where anblywhen. Have a blessed
day.

CENTENNIAL AFICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL ZION CHURCH
Closter, New Jersey
Jamie Graham, Local President
The Reverend Charles E. Wilson I, Pastor

Centennial thanks Sis. Clarice Jarvis, the Jersey City District Lay Basmbént for bringing a
powerful and timely word the Centennial A.M.E. Zion Church irteZ]d$J for Connectional Lay
Sunday. Pastor, Rev. Charles E. Wilson, I, Local Lay Coesidiént, Jamie Graham and the
Laity of were truly energized. The Connectional Theme: Sharingattbr
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Clinton Chapel A.M.E. ZION CHURCH
Middletown, New Jersey
Monique Whitehead, Local President
The Reverend Danika Frink, Pastor

Clinton Chapel AME Zion Church, Rev. Danika Frink, Pastor, locktieldiletown, NJ, observed

and celebrated Lay Sunday on October 29, 2023. The Local LaeRreSis. Monique Whitehead

presided over her maiden Lay Sunday, and members participatée worship service. The Lay

"% | & A+ }v }( o]v3}v Z % o[+ v Auu &Zv: Gjud EU E}IX Z
delivered a powerful message and asked a thougfat®E } A}IJvP <u «3]}vU ~ } C}u E o00C
CIU[E ]Jv IVSE}oM_ ,]* u e« P Aomaduheréminded u2 tha} @e are in the

hands of our creator and that our life is truly not our own.

Three new laity members received their membership cards and ttieedaity congregated
around the altar as they were led in the rededication to the L&itg.continue to strive to reach
Jus 8} JUE 0 ]S8C uu E+ v 0} 0 }uupe]hE€with usto]eds oo 3}

Sk. Monique Whitehead,
Clinton Chapel Lay Coundl President
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MOUNT ZION A.M.E. ZION CHURCH
Eatontown, New Jersey
Rebecca Frazier, Local President
The Reverend Catherine Solomon, Pastor

Mount Zion A.M.E. Zion Church, Eatontown, NJ where the Rev. Catherineo8a$othe Pastor
and Sis. Rebecca Frazier is the Local Lay Council Prestlimnhad their Lay Sunday Observance
on Sunday, October 15, 2023. Brother Franklin White was th€bagcil Sunday Speaker. The
meditation was, "Our Faith, Share It". Not only did Bro. White deivedrong message, but he
also provided his musical talents through song.

Rev. Catherine Solomon was very active in the Lay Council before bg@pastor and
continues remain faithful to the Lay Council. Her first meditatias at a Conference Lay Council
WE CE E I( 83X *"Z ou%%}ESe v IviAe }( 8Z ~W}A E ]Jv §Z W




NEW A. M. E. ZION CHURCH
Patterson, New Jersey
Mrs. Teressa Callaway, Local Lay Council President
Rev. Dr. Odinga L Maddox Il
Jersey City District Presiding Elder and Church Pastor

Laity Sunday Observance at New Church! Mrs. Dottie Stevens,

President of the New Jersey Conference Lay Council gave a
SRZHUIXO PHVVDJH 3 HHS WKH )DLWK HROG 2Q

scripture came from the book of First Samuel, the 1st chapter,
verses 1-11.

Mrs. Stevens shared how faith kept her in a time that some may
have given up. She said especially in hard times, we must hold on
WR RXU IDLWK DQG EHOLHYH WKDWR@HWYR FRRUQ.

faith, and trust in Him, he WILL, | said he WILL answer and can
even give you more than you even prayed for.

She challenged us to recognize, and to spread the good news
about His grace and mercy. Be his disciples and tell everyone how
He keeps His promises. Share our testimonies and how you Held

on until He showed up.

<3 v

" r’? .ozt

"hl

Observance

October 22, 2023

10 AM
In Person Worship

U0
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Price Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church
Atlantic City, New Jersey
Gloria Parks Local President
The Rev. Lakesha Mobley Pastor

Our PastorRev. Lakiesha MobleyandLocal Lay Council
President, Sis. Gloria ParkedSis. Rosalind Agurs, from
Charlotte, NC as the Lay SpeakBev. Lakeisha, new to
Price Memorial, the Camden District, and the New Jersey
Conference joined right in with planning a great
celebration.

To God we give the praises.

Shrewsbury Avenue AME Zion Church
Red Bank, New Jersey
Mr. Lawrence Johnson, Local President
The Reverend Janet Jones, Pastor

Shrewsbury Ave AME Zion Church celebrated Lay Sunday. Mr. Red@les from Clinton
Memorial AME Zion Church, Newark was the guest speaker. Hs,fasv George Maize IV
accompanied him and provided a musical. Our local presige¥t. Lawrence Johnson. Mr.
Johnson is also the chaplain of the NEED Lay Council@actidirman of the Board of Lay
Activities for the New Jersey conference.

Our guest speaker was Mr. Terrell K Jones. Terrell is a membartoh@llemorial an AME Zion

ZUWE Z]JVE A EGIEA: E CAZ E Z ] OelusZe WUSYEEU*S AuE
was based on Proverbs 3:5-@ AX D ]I U d EE o00[* % *3}E SE Asangd]3Z Z]u
musical tribute to Terrell. He also assisted with the music femibrship service. Terrell was also
accompanied by his mother, Herlene Jones, president of theduaycit at Clinton Memorial and
his twin sister, Tamika Jones. Shrewsbury Avenue Lay Council nsemigzeparticipated in the
various aspects of the service.
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St James A.M.E. Zion Church
Perth Amboy, New Jersey
Toni Terrell, Local President
The Reverend Amos Dickerson Jr, Pastor

This is pictures from ST James Perth Amboy. Local presidentérogll Speaker was Andrea
Rivera First Lady Kathy Dickerson and Pastor Amos Dickerson Jr




Connectional Lay Council
| CoME African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

. NORTH EASTERN EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
Ms. Rhandi Stith — Regional Director
F_—

ST. JOHN A.M.E. ZION CHURCH
LAKEWOOD, NJ
Monigque Wilkerson
The Rev. Percy Smith, Pastor

Our very own Cherisse Dew was the speaker of the hour. She Bpak&omans 8:12 "Sharing
Our Faith." She said we must share our stories, our life issues

If we don't share our Faith, then people won't understand gfo®dness of God.

She showed an example by passing out bracelets that sdidfBathe women and A Cross for
the men and said she shared her Faith just by giving a bracelet.

AZ o0e}u §Z ZpE Z }pvd o0 §} N} SRUB@EIISDX Az E

Submitted by,
Monique Wilkerson, Local Lay President
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St Paul A.M.E. Zion Church
Ewing, New Jersey,
Linda McRae. Lay Council President
Reverend Dr. Melanie Miller, Pastor

Local Lay Council celebrated Connectional Lay Sunday, with spieiakier McRae, Lay President.
The message titled " A Closer Look at Psalm 23", Psalm 28 aé thre most well-known passages
in the bible, and arguably the most famous. | talked about howideflects on how God cared
for him, by pulling images from his life and writing thisredible Psalm.

"Sharing Our Faith" was the foundation of this message, Comeuwith Christ!

| have enclosed a few pictures taken during service from the puipigrtunately, no group
pictures were taken. The dais included Sis Jane Jenkins- Whestdpr, Rev. Dr. Melanie Miller,
Pastor, Sis Doris Hollis- Appeal (Camden District Lay PresideiatMdRae-Speaker, Bro,
Benjamin Jenkins-Morning Prayer, participants in (Pulpit) pstufrhere were other members
who participated in the program. Barbara Johnson, Leroy Whetston®artha Thompson.

Please forward the mailing address for the appeal. Thank you!

Respectfullysubmitted,

Linda McRae
Local Lay President




St. Stephen A.M.E. Zion Church
Asbury Park, New Jersey
Hattie Frazier, Local President
The Reverend Quavon Newton, Pastor

Our celebration started out by inviting our oldest life member (98&yedd) to come for

service. She resides in her apartment along and make her owls nidzn others than Sis Ella
Ford of Neptune NJ. Laity blessed her with a plaque ant fedisflowers.

Pastor Quavon Newton allowed, 1st Lady Ashley Newton, to bepmaker who did a marvelous
job. Topic:" Everything I'm Not Made Me Everything | Am}v P E Phdrig unr to every word
that was spoken.

Our Presiding Elder Latricia Godette & 1st Gentleman Dante Godettenvatiendance. One of
the highlights that came from the service was a young ladygburch. Another blessing was that
we gain another life Lay member and a regular member.

Quavon Newton, Pastor
Sis Hattie Frazier, local President
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" ST. THOMAS A.M.E. ZION CHURCH
Sommerville, New Jersey
Reverend Donna Stewart, Pastor

8t e AiE. 2k i TODAY was a good day! St. Thomas A.M.E. Zion Church, Somerville,

B[m“% “ma N.J. Observed Connectional Laity Gfj.
] \\

ASWR

Pastor: Rev. Donna Stewart; Local Lay Council President: Ndree at t
present time. Lay presenter: Patricia Milligan - Sharing OUR
Faitha®l

One came to re-dedicate her life to Christ!

One youth came to support her mom and then gave her life to Christ

% a‘[lam];;kgﬁ:[ﬁ;g‘ﬂﬁn:" Her younger brother gave his life to Christ several months ago.

wameswetid (]} We had guests, two who were on the sick and shut-in list vretbe

to pl -
Backwndoud 5 Thomas building!

Tl % }% o0 A E ~]vtaddy! Jppe} Po SZ § : epe 0](3

AME Jen Ovurch
£t

LU B pt ud
Submitted by Rev. Donna Stewart
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Wesley A.M.E. Zion Church
Burlington, New Jersey
Sharon Anderson Greem Local Lay Council President

The Rev. Larry D. Davis, drPastor
Lay Connectional Day-Theme "Sharing Our Faith"

Wesley A.M.E. Zion church of Burlington celebrated
Connectional Lay Sunday on October 15, 2023, during th
morning service. We were privileged and honored to have
special greeting virtually by our Regional Lay Council
Director, Rhandi M. Stith who not only gave us a warm
greeting but also, a brief history of Lay Day, The official L
Day, held annually the third Sunday of October, was
initiated by Dr. Elizabeth Betty Virginia Stith, the 3rd
Connectional President, and the first woman President,

stated that the Denomination was founded by Lay Sister Dorothea Stevens
People. Conference Lay Council Director

The Worship service was beautifully led by the local V.P. of Yaig Sooper. Wesley had the
youth involved for the first time this year, starting with the Welcormestory of Lay, and the
Reading of the Appeal given by Emme Pitt, Rachel Lawrence, am&l& égiwrence Jr,
respectively. Deaconess Melvene Jamison, Lay Secretary, led the Affirofdtaity and Sister
Cheryl Green, Lay Chaplain, gave a riveting prayer.

Members enjoyed the Worship, Congregational, and Musical Sahecti
sung by the choir and led by Directors, Rosalyn LawrencelardrsGreen,
accompanied by musicians, Maurice Eubanks and David Lizawaes
beautiful to see our newly stoled members, Deaconess Allie Bryante
Payne, Cheryl Green, and Deaconess Diane Palmer.

Wesley's speaker was our own Conference Lay Council DirectothBaro
Stevens accompanied by her husband, Jerome Stevens, who is also our
Bro. Jerome Stevens D|Str|Ct ViCE'PreSident.




Sister Stevens had one challenging Question which led artonessage "Are You Hanging" or
"Standing on theZ} | of desus). Throughout her message, Sister Stevens let you knowdhat Je
"hung" on the cross for us, so we should now be "StandintherRock (of Faith.)" Sister Stevens
guoted several scriptures, Isaiah 33v3-6, Psalm 121v. 7-8, 1 Pe2dr among the few regarding
having a sure foundation, standing on the solid rock, freaggand Jesus taking on our wounds
and illnesses on the Cross. Sister Stevens challenged ukéantiat of our unsaved friends and
relatives and Offer up Prayers that they will be saved and be freedthe clutches of the Devil.
Trust in the Lord, Stand Firm, get rid of the guilty conscientieeopast.

Wesley A.M.E. Zion (Burlington) Lay Council Members

Seated (L to R) La Tasha Middlebrook, Evelyn Johnson, Joann Béltiel&ryant, Cheryl Green, Jerome
Stevens, Dorothea Stevens, Sharon Green, and Joyce Payne.

Standing (L to R) Geneva Green, Rosalyn Cummings, Melvene JagtiyalarBes, Pastor Larry D. Davis, Fil
Lady Jonetta Davis, Sylvia Cooper, Ron Hill, Diane Palmer, Es@sdwmherd, Elizabeth Richardson, Alond:
Hill, and Talibah Washington
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Pastor Larry D. Davis ade a touch to the erice bading igantion for those who
wanted to do the work of the Lord, assisted by Minister Lady Joriedtas, Reverand Frederick
James, and visiting Pastor, Danica Frink.

The Litany to rededication was led by Sharon Green, Presiddntigad; a Spiritual high time was
had by all. Kudos to those who took part in the program,g@rspn and on-line (not pictured)
were Tony Jamison who designed the program and took picturesghss Saidah Johnson, and
Rafael Victor for their Tech assistance.

Submitted by Sharon Green
President of the Wesley A.M.E. Zion Burlington Lay Council

WESLEY MEMORIAL A.M.E. ZION CHURCH
Rosenhayn, New Jersey
Vanessa Logan, Local President
The Rev. Wayne DeShields Il, Pastor

Pictures From Wesley Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church Laity Day. Our Speaker Brother Kai
Kellam, Sister Vanessa Logan, Local President of the Lay Council, Sis. Belinda Holloway
& Sis. Teresa Cadogan (not pictured), Lay Persons of the Year. Wesley Loves Our Laity!!

0O
10U
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% ard& :
» rship Sis Jacquellne Edward
, ‘, E Thé‘ﬂnv tion: Sis. Jacqueline Edwards ; n
es nsive Readlng Sis. Sandra Green and Sis. dna Lee 4"\ /7
Affirmation of Laity: Sis. Phyllis Norman
Scripture: Leisa Mitchell
Hymn prerecorded
Prayer: Bro Darryl Wright
Offering Appeal: Rev. Leonard Edwards
Announcements
Song

A Special ZOOM service was held on Sunday Octoberl15th sponsored by the
Long Island District Lay Council.

Program opened with singing. Followed by The Order of Worship.

Sis. Jacqueline introduced the guest speaker, Bro. Simon Rutledge Hi storian.

Bro. Rutledge traced our history and heritage. The Title of his speech wa ) A
“"6KDULQJ 2XU )DLWK E\ OHDUQLQJ RQH:-V KLVWRU\ DQ& KHUL
R 1 W L P HH€¢ spoke about our history the early days in the bible and the

journey of slavery up to present time. Including Juneteenth. At the end of the
presentation time was allotted for Q & A.

Followed by The Litany of Rededication
Remarks
Program ended with the: Lay Council Closing Prayer
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Calvary/Smith Thompson A.M.E. Zion Churches
Jamaica, New York
Israel Singleton Local President - Calvary
Richard Loudermilk Local President - Smith-Thompson
The Reverend A, Alfred Carson, Pastor

Deaconess Dorian Carson delivered a dynamic message, Her messag®utaour faith in our
daily lives. The message was from Romans 12th Chapter Versgk Steward Ariana Witcher
was our Worship Leader, who did a fantastic job. Call tosWWpr Lay Leader Israel Singleton.
Scripture was read by Richard Loudermilk. Affirmation of F&igmrgia Birthright. Welcome
address Sister Audrey Scott, Announcements Deaconess Sist&/ilRRéms. Deaconess Carson
was introduced by Sister Lorraine Singleton after reading her&hy. Offering was lifted by Lay
Leader Israel Singleton and Lay Leader Richard Loudermilk. Vioe seais sincerely enjoyed by
everyone in attendance.

Deaconess Dorian Carson delivered a dynamic message, Her
message was about our faith in our daily lives. The message was
from Romans 12th Chapter Verses 1 - 21. Steward Ariana Witcher
was our Worship Leader, who did a fantastic job. Call tosWpr

Lay Leader Israel Singleton. Scripture was read by Richard
Loudermilk. Affirmation of Faith, Georgia Birthright. Welcome
address Sister Audrey Scott, Announcements Deaconess Sister Rita
Williams. Deaconess Carson was introduced by Sister Lorraine
Singleton after reading her Biography. Offering was liftedayy L
Leader Israel Singleton and Lay Leader Richard Loudermilk. The
service was sincerely enjoyed by everyone in attendance.

God Bless




Clinton Memorial AME Zion Church

Greenport, New York
Jacqueline A. Edwards, Lay Council President
The Reverend Natalie R. Wimberly, Pastor

Clinton Memorial celebrated Lay Sunday on October 15th, 2023.0da ILay President
Jacqueline A. Edwards presided, as officers and members paeitipethe worship service,
Sister Violet Reed lead us in a Responsive Reading that apteddnd composed by our
president, Brother C. Allen Edwards read the scripture followinthBrawWendell Mealy lead us to
the throne of grace. Brother Russell Smith Jr. Introduced ourkgpesnd Sister Julia English
0 *s JUE Z ESe A13Z +}o} s 0 S]IVE( B p]Z}A ZKW dZ}p> C "% |
Sister Grace Brown, a former Greenport resident delivered the messag@8iliiioal text was
Romans 10:136U D ¢« P d]So "t Dues "Z E KuUE & ]SZupPps ¥ Hv L
our faith even in difficult times, even to those that may havewn us in times when we faltered.
JA v }18Z &« o] A J(A }v[3 300 3Z upv]o FWIS® €T SEZ: pvo
Jesus they see.

We were blessed to receive an offering of $100.00 to supthert > [ mitjative supporting our
colleges.

Members joined the LI District Lay Council for an afternoon videlgbration of the
Connectional Lay Sunday Observance where were blessed and tpdweacee local historian
Brother Simon Rutledge.

We are thankful to our pastor Reverend Natalie R. Wimberly izlabways supportive and

encouraging of the laity as we continue to strive to sharefaiih and to be of service to others,

our churches, our community and above all to God as we livewuud $3} ~ }u A]S8Z pe §}
ZE]*SX_

Jacqueline A. Edwards
Local Lay President
Clinton Memorial AME Zion Church



Jacqueline Edwards & Grace Brown Russell Smith, Grace Brown, &dlet R
Hattie McKnight, Jacqueline Edwards, Janie
Monique, Melanie Knuts, Eli Murphy, Leon
Creighton



Durham Lay Day Celebration
Bay Shore, New York
Sandra Green, Local Lay Council President
The Rev. Leonard A. Edwards, Pastor

The Durham A.M.E. Church, Bay Shore, NY where the Rev. Leonandvlsksl the pastor held

their annual Lay Sunday observance on Sunday, October 29, A2 &heme for the morning

was The Freedom Church: A Movement Empowered by the Holy Spiaitings®ur Faith, the

special guest speaker for the morningwa$e X ~Z E&v]eZ K[' €&} }( SZ "~SX W po
Church, Quogue, NY, her topic was Representation Matter cominglfrGorinthians 5:16-20.
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other by asking the following: Are we true ambassadors for Chyigiat do we represent and

how? Does our behavior, thoughts, or actions represent ChrigteoKingdom? Asked us what is

our goal? This message blessed and was well receivedhay akard it both in person and

online via Zoom. Rev. Leonard A. Edwards had to profess that sheteygping on his toes and

charged him to do more to ensure that Durham was a churchlikether!

We were thankful to have the support of the membership in malsag the
observance was successful with the participation of the follgvirdividuals:
Bro. James Kelty, Sis. Oilyski Williams, Sis. Helen Jonasjt&iSurner, Sis.
Donna Hensley, and Sis. Kim Rohadfox. To God be the Gltrg fyreat
things He continues do, we continue to be blessed as we assédl!

Submitted by,
Sis. Sandra Green, Durham Lay Council President
Rev. Leonard A. Edwards, Pastor



Greater Centennial A.M.E. Zion Church
Mount Vernon, New York
Wendy Bratcher, Local President
The Reverend Dr. Stephen Pogue, Local President

Lay Sunday Observance

Greater Centennial A.M.E. Zion Church
Wendy Bratcher, President,
Sunday, October 22, 2023

It was a great and wonderful day! On Sunday, Oct@BF Greater Centennial

A.M.E. Zion Church celebrated the anniversary efdanomination. God was.

truly edified and gloried as our very own, Reverend3dephen W. Pogue, preached an
awesome sermon.

Nharing Our Faith was highlighted with the Stoling celebration of New Lay Council
members, whereby Pastor Pogue presided over the readf the Litany Commitment and the
Dedication of the Life Member Stole.

In addition, the Lay Council Mildred R. Faulkner Scéiuifa awarded (5) college freshman, with
$500 checks to use for college expenses.

Submitted by Wendy Bratcher,
President, Lay Council



Greater Hood A.M.E. Zion Church
New York, New York
Virginia Montague, Local President
The Reverend Wendell Lancaster, Local President

LAY SUNDAY CELEBRATION AT GREATER HOOD MEMORIAL AME Zion CHURCH
Sunday, October 15, 2023

The Lay Council Day celebration at Greater Hood Memorial AMECRigoh in Harlem, was led
by Sis. Virginia Montague, President. The special guestapeals Gail Wright-Sirmans, noted
civil rights attorney, a Certified Mediator, She is a Distingudfellow with the International
Academy of Mediators and on the Council of the Internationstitute for Conflict Prevention
and Resolution. and former Counsel to the NAACP Legal Defense Fund

Ms. Wright- Sirmans chose the 6th Chapter, verses 8-13 ahlaaiher inspiration for her
commitment to civil rights for justice. In the Scripture, she parased, the quote, "send me |v
her decision to offer herself in the civil rights issue.

Ms. Wright-Sirmans spoke on "the role of the church in the dghits struggle, then and now"
and asked the question, if called, will we go?

She shared some of her experiences as an attorney workiagdi@ss the unjust situations
impacting and affecting the lives of African Americans is $ociety.

Her presentation was well received by the visitors and congregation.

Pastor Lancaster most graciously surrendered his pulpit to th€bawcil President who led the
Service with his able assistance in navigating the Order of 8eRastor Lancaster set the
spiritual atmosphere with the Invocation.

The persons in the photo are, left to right:

The pastor, Rev. Wendell Lancaster; Sis. Jasmine Taylor read tohe atid Mission of the
Connectional Lay Council, Sis. Chrystal Langley read the S¢riitu®ladison Langley, the
Affirmation of Faith; and Sis. Betty Butler, a member. Althoumfipittured, Sis. Patricia Waller
offered the alter prayer.

The Service concluded with acknowledgement and recognitidheopresence of the NYC District
President, Sis. Joan Capel by President Montague and Rev. Lancaster.






INSTITUTIONAL A.M.E. ZION CHURCH
Yonkers, New York
Linda Tyson, Local President
The Rev. Simon Ajose, Pastor

Institutional celebrated Connectional Lay Council Lay Suml&@ctober 29, 2023. Our choir
small, but mighty in their commitment ushered in the worship serginging to the Glory of God.
The choir dressed in Lay Council colors Black and Gold bagarorship experience by singing
NYACE 3 dZip ESX
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faith, that ONLY JESUS could heal him. The blind man wdu&t aayone stop him from

receiving his blessing of sight from Jesus. Once Jesus haaleithé man praised GOD and

followed Jesus.

The local President, Linda Tyson, brought greetings and shdoedhation on the purpose and
objectives of the Connectional Lay Council. | used the bible tetth&ta 28:18-20 in this passage
God is clear in His Word and He wants to command us to miakipkks. This means sharing our
faith with others. As we continue to disciple others, we must encgert@iem in their spiritual
Aol v §8 Z38Zusg}}e EA '} [+ luu v X

We concluded our worship service with the Lay Council dqgsiayer.
Humbly submitted,

Linda Tyson, Local President
Institutional AME Zion Church



Jackson Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church
Hempstead, New York
Eleanor Poole, Local President
The Reverend Isidoa Branch, Jr. Pastor
LAY COUNCIL OBSERVANCE SUNDAY

Welcome to Jackson Memorial AME Zion Worship experiestzserved on Laity Sunday, October
15, 2023, during the Sunday morning worship.

Sis Mamie Ashley presided over the service; Responsive Reading bpiiBIRkK; scripture was
read by Sis. Sylvia McNair, Prayer by Sis. Diedre. Davis

The music was provided by the Jackson Memorial Chorale und&atiership of Mr. Leonard
Carter, Music Director

Mrs. Calandra Branch, First Lady of Jackson Memorial AMEhZmotuced the Guest Speake, Sis.
Ternisia Lynn Calhoun from Varick Memorial AME Zion Churehokl¥, NY. she will speak
after a selection by the chorale choir.

Sis Calhoun thanked the pastor Rdsidoa Branch, Jr. for the opportunity to present the Lay Day
message. She greeted the congregation, said a prayer, and presentecedyl message titled
Az EJvP KHE & ]1sZW €& zip Z2 CM_

Bro. George Ashley Led us in the Affirmation of Laity.

Following the messag®&everend Branch made an appeal for a special offering to bhateld to
Hood Seminary, in Salisbury, NC., Livingstone College, Salisband B{hton College, Rock Hill,
SC

Rev Branch gave remarks, thanking.&alhoun for her inspiring message &lgo gave thanks to
all who participated in the service.

The Lay Council Closing Prayer was prayed by all.

Submitted by: Eleanor Poole,
Long Island District Lay Council President



Mother A.M.E. Zion Church
New York, New York
Lovell C. Jackson, President
The Reverend Malcom Byrd, Pastor

The North Eastern Episcopal District
Connectional Lay Sunday

The Mother A.M.E. Zion Church Celebrates Connectional Lay Sunday
The Lay Council Theme for 2023-2024: The Freedom Chhdré¢t¥ E]vP KuE & ]SZ_

On Sunday October 15, 2023, members and friends gatherda induse of God for Connectional
Lay Sunday celebrating the Laity during morning worship gerVltee Reverend Audrey Williamson,
Th. M, The Rev. Nina M. Neeley Minister for Christian Educati@meodthe service with the Call to
Worship thanking and praising God for the life he hasduyr given us. Rev. Audrey Williamson
offered the Prayer of Invocation, thanking the almighty and graci®ad for the privilege of
worshipping together on this day, among the community of saifitse Hymn of Praise was - #433
Nou dZ]v  KessTha&Affirmation of Faith was led by Sis. Debra Chappelle#otker
A.M.E. Zion Lay Council Financial Secretary, followed ytie Jones, who read the scripture
lesson, Mathew 28:16-19. Sis. Lovell Jackson, Mother A.M.E. ZicohClay Council President,
begin her welcome address with the history of the Lay Members Asggotof the African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church leading into as Christenfiare sur faith in the relationships
that we have with God in many ways. For example, we can shattestimony about what God has
done for us with ours. Our testimonies are among the most poweofls we have. Another tool is
simply listening. Being a good and quiet listener to someonevdaals to be heard is faith sharing.
}v[S %n@Etodhave all the answers. Simply listen. Other Faith Sherig include being a friend
by showing love and concern to our neighbors. Be good to youl vepeak kindly, and be a good
example for other people who are watching whether you know mat. The prayer selection was
N oo E]PBaUAngeals Watching Over MeypisDoris Rhem gave the Morning Prayer. Following
the Tithes and Offering, the Mother Zion Music Ministry sargltay Council theme somjKvA E
ZE]+S] v BhgSegmonic selectiod _ dDO d} dZ <wasRong byis Natasha Cooper
prepared the church for the morning message.

Reverend Audrey Williamson message taken from 2 Kings 20

Topic XWhen God change$ } [ u]v U ep S £S % E& C E Z
S Z ] v Pler message was very informative and moving letting us

knows that we need to go to the King because prayer changes

things. We need to be grateful and thankful of our God givés.gi

After the service, members of the Mother A.M.E. Zion Church Lay
Council took a group picture in front of the altar.



Our Connectional Lay Sunday worship service celebrating thenastgpiritually moving. It
was a joyous occasion, and we thank all who made itipless

Submitted by Lovell C. Jackson, President Mother A.M.E. Zion ChyrCburzcil



Mount Hope A.M.E. Zion Church
White Plains, New York
Gwen Rymer Local Lay Council President
The Reverend Dr, Gregory R Smith, Sr. Pastor

Mt. Hope AMEZ Church in White Plains, NY celebrated a gl@musectional Lay Sunday on

October 15, at our morning worship service. Using our prograverg Onward Christian Laity -

Walking by Faith, our congregation continued our faith waitk joyful praise and worship songs.
Following our walk, we observed a black history tribute to Seridihes. However, in keeping our

§Z u ]Jvs § A"MZ E]JvVP KPE & 13Z U A A E 3S0iRzZ3 &Y NSEYZZ v ]
Stith, NY Conference President of Lay Council. Sis. Stithredraléhorough, spiritual,

enlightening, and remarkable rendition of how to share outhtaWe thank God for you Rhandi

and we Appreciate you. Our service closed with the rededicatfideity and our Lay Council

closing prayer. Rhandi Stith brough our attention to

The Significance of Our Faith. We come Today as a Voidargpéaand for Lay people
Our Theme Study for this seasonis SHARING OUR FAITH
| Peter 1:3-12 gives us our thought and challenge for you Today

My scripture reference i& Peter 1:3-121 will be reading it from the English Standard Version

That anchor is our faith. What have you put your faithb@?v important is it to have faith?

Where do we find a faith strong enough to make it through tteeras of life? Peter knows how

important faith is and he gives us a great picture of fathgith that we can anchor deep with,

and a faith which will hold us during the storms of life.

If WE are going to be effective Lay leaders, we must learn to keealise you v [I8ad where

Clp & v[S P}]vPX t upesS o C &£ u%o Xht(duE &)35}Spe Gu(} @S
order for me to share Christ, | must share him possess and healateonship with him myself

Then help somebody as my telling you is helping me.
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what it really means to have a relationship with Jesus: BECORBIRFERENCE THAT MAKES
A/THE DIFFERENCE. To share our faith, we should

1. Start with your testimony.

People can debate a lot of things but there is one thing thaibt debatable and that is your

% E+}v 0 +S3}ECX /( C}p 0o}}l Jv 8Z E A d *3ous VUKL }udJo o ]34 w)C
theological degrees or biblical training who were the most effectivaasgises for Christ. One of

the most successful tools you have to reach people for theelas your own story.



2. Avoid debates.
When speaking about youiaith, stay single-mindedly focused dasusnot religion. Jesusnot
some religious system ] AZ} Z vP ¢ 0]JA X }V[8 P § ¢] 0]v EC % E]%Z &
secondary things. Instead, focus on who Christ is, what Hedres ahd how Jesus can put all the
E}l v %] < }(}v [* o]( ifheloSshe vélZtru& in Him.

3. Keep it simple and rely on God.

The gospel, in and of itself, is simple. It is about tlee éi€ath, burial, and resurrection of Christ.

tZ]o 13[* Ju%}ES vs 8} Z A ] HUVIAEES}v JVR }I(('}3[At AJSv e« (}
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Memorizing a few verses such@smans 10:1,3Romans 10:%9r John 1:12is all you need for a

E (E VvV %}]vs 8} Yuupv] 8 '} [ %o E}w] s 3] Bo]¢PvSIVSIAEW 3} ,]u

will give forgiveness.

4. Be transparent.

/I( 8Z E ] vCSZ]vP SZ S[¢ SUEV}I(( JVSE}S Clu *} EFCU ] ST] %P }95d
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about God.
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Are you willing to inconvenience yourself and step out of younfoot zone to reach out to
someone who is going through a tough time? Ask God to useagduwive you the right words, at
the right times. Ask for wisdom on who to talk to and how ybawd talk to them. Let God lead
you and ask Him to fill you with His spirit.

At the end of the day...

XXXS8Z PE S 8 SZ]JvP C}p Vv } Jv SO} 8}( Z|€EPodXvE}qbu ¥[S u |
% Eeo}v o C IGust SB}S[e v}S CIUE E bukydwedn pelsdcatalyst to help

someone understand that his or her whole purpose in thisdifi® have a relationship with Christ.
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Ms. Rhandi M. Stith
North Easten Regional Director and New York Conference President
Morning Speaker



Park Street A. M. E. Zion Church
Peekskill, New York
Shirley R. Thompson, Lay Council President
The Rev. Robert Kilpatrick Il, Pastor

On Sunday Park Street AME Zion celebrated connegtiay Sunday. Our speaker for the morning was
brother Paul Edwards who is a member of our corggi@g. Following is an excerpt from his messagego
on Faith:

"What's my inspiration to share my faith”

Philippians 4:6-7
Worry about nothing but pray about everything.

Faith is the building blocks of success, to be essful people need faith in not just the possibletive
impossible.

Our Pastor Rev. Kilpatrick introduced me to theoagm PUSH Pray Until Something Happens and that
reminded me of the Lesson | learned about the Ba&iwerican Rain Dance... The fact that the Rainelanc
is proven to be 100% Effective how can this be?aBee they don't stop dancing until it rains... THatth
that there is something larger than you and yowiangly here to play your part in it.

Why do | share my faith? | think about how my faittl serve me and others

Hebrews 6:10 New King James Version (NKJV)For Godat unjust to forgetour work and labor of
love which you have shown toward His name, in that lyave ministered to the saints, and do minister.

Sometimes the only thing left to do is say Hallekuj

Thank You to my Wife Jennifer and our daughter Naa&iah and Kylie for motivating my faith...And my
Late Mother Annie P. Lowe Edwards for inspiring andlding my Faith.

The message was very encouraging and upliftingeajmyed by all.

Yours In Christ

Shirley R. Thompson
Lay Council President

Rev. Robert Kilpatrick Il
Pastor Park Street A. M. E. Zion Church



Rush Temple AM.E. Zion Church
Jamaica, New York

Gail CarlisleLocal President

The Reverend Xavier Hunter, Pastor
Order of Worship
Rush Temple AMEZ Church
Laity Day Oct. 15, 2023

Call to Worshipt Rev. Xaver Hunter
Invocation t Sis. Gail Carlisle
Introduction of Sis. Kathryn Warren Presiding
Scripturet 3: 3-9 Deaconess Lucy Salley for Laity
%0}e50 ¢ E
Affirmation for Laity
Altar Call Rev. Xavier Hunter
Musical Selectiort ~'p] D U K dZ}p ' 8§ : Z}A Z_
Morning Prayer- Sis. Addie Moss
Church AnnouncementsRev. Xavier Hunter
Laity for Rededicatiort Deaconess Betty Johnson
Musical Selection Choir
Sermont “z}u }uo v[S t ]S ZARpw. XaWer Hunter
Christian Invitation
Morning Offering
Benediction



Shaw A.M.E. Zion Church
Corona, New York
Jennifer Joy, Local President
The Reverend Dr Charles W. Young, Pastor

REV. DR. CHARLES W. YOUNG, P# REV. DAVID A. AIKEN, JR.
SHAW AME ZION CHURCH, Corona

On the Eighth Sunday in Kingdomtide, the Zion Methodist Chascta whole celebrated
CONNECTIONAL LAY SUNDAY 2023 focusingTdrethe:The Freedom Church: A Movement
Empowered by the Holy SpiritThe Shaw A.M.E. Zion Church under the pastorate of Rev. Dr.
Charles w. Young, observed Connectional Lay Sunday on Ock2828B, at its 11 AM Worship.
Shaw was blessed to have members and friends wear the LaiscBlack and Gold. Following
the 2023 denominational program, lay members also served as wapgahiigipants leading in the
Call to Worship (Bro. Earl Young), Invocation (Sis. MonasBgp#ffirmation of Laity (Sis. Viola
Brandenburg), Laity Appeal (Sis. Jennifer Joy, Local President, urayi)Gand The Litany for
Rededication of Laity (Sis. Bessie Hicks). The Shaw @Qlagdilessed with a powerful message
for the laity from its memberBro. David A. Aiken, Jr. (who recently thereafter received his Deacon
Orders to become Rev. David A. Aiken, Jr.). Elucidating from Matth8&-26, Rev. Aiken, Jr.
preached on the topic, "Is The Evidence On Your Side". Thes@omded how Jesus talks about
His coming again and how He will judge us, separating lieepsfrom the goats. The theme
highlights the similarities between sheep and goats, and tiexe are many people who try to
blend into the outward Christian lifestyle but fail to livecaading to the righteousness of God.
How they blend into the church but continue in wickednes®wever, in Matthew we are
cautioned about the day of judgment. Jesus defines the actiorikeobnes counted as sheep,
feeding the hungry, water to the thirsty, clothes to the naked, aidhe oppressed. So, the
sermon is presented fora self&£ u]v S]}vU (n o C 3Z «<u *8]}vU ~/e 37 A]
to be counted as a sheep or a goat. This spiritual seclosed with The Lay Council Closing Prayer
voiced by the speakerOh God, our Father, pour out Your steadfast love upon dikeep us in
Your care, now and forevermoXe_ u v X



St. Catherine A.M.E. Zion Church
New Rochelle, New York
Karen Krieger, Local President
The Reverend Dr. Wallace Nobel Pastor

St. Catherine A.M.E. Zion Church had a beautiful day on whadiebrate our Lay Council Day,
this past October 15, 2023. Under the guidance of our PaR&yr, Dr. Wallace L. Noble, many of
our Lay Council members who have been inactive during the COVHd petirned with
enthusiasm and participated willingly in our Worship Service.l&ga Watkins, our Worship
Leader along with our Music Ministry Leader for the mornklder John Harris roused our service
with Praise and Worship and testimony of God's faithfulnesal present.

The responsive reading for Lay Council Day was conducted Bgi8iger Pauling. She began by
reminding us all what it means to be in the Lay Council. Wdngtbu sweep, cook, are a class
leader, Trustee, Steward, choir member or take part in any other capacitgrngoa member of
the Lay Council. This was read and responded to with fegvatlb St. Catherine had the distinct
pleasure to have as our speaker for the morning a young ntamisvinvolved in every aspect of
Zion, Bro. Louis Romain. He spoke with fervor, love, and compass the theme "Sharing our
Faith". Mr. Romain, a member of Greater Centennial A.M.E. Zion Clpuesiented with power
and we are so grateful for his participation.

At the end of the service there was the opportunity to meet andegur speaker and fellowship
with cake in our Library and as we were all enjoying the fellgwsbur Lay Council Day was
blessed with the Spirit of God and a lovely participation bwhb attended.

To God be the Glory,
Karen Krieger
Lay Council President

St John A.M. E. Zion Church
Highland Falls, New York
Tina Graham, Co-President
The Reverend Lelita Singleton, Pastor

St. John had a spirit-filled Connectional Lay Council Dapp@éfeed with worship with the Lay
Juv Jo 00 8} t}EZ]% Vv /vVv}A 3]}vX dZEKZps VHVP & Buw USHIZ X K d
Lay Council Co-President, Sis. Tina Graham led the Litany dedmsaappeal. Bro. Dwayne
McQueen, Chairman of the Trustee Board, offered the morning prayklemha song. | preached
the morning message, How to Pass On Generational Blessing® ffamothy 1: 1-13.



St John A.M. E. Zion Church
Middletown, New York
Toni Mangualt, Local President
The Reverend Nicole Rushing, Pastor

LAITY DAY 2023.
AN ZIE' KhZ & Id,_

The Scriptural Theme
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The mission of the connection of Lay Council of the Africaimodist episcopal Zion church is to
prepare and equip Laity for life disciples in the kingdo@axf by maintaining effective ministries
that evangelize encourage and edify Laity

Sharing our Faith is the theme for this year
What is faith?
Belief, in God, or in the doctrine or teachings of religion.

THE VISION

As servants of the most high God and disciples of the Lord @é¢siss, that are, guided by the
Holy Spirit, the vision of the connectional Lay Council oftinean Methodist episcopal Zion
church is to prepare lay members of our denomination fordifgervice in the kingdom of God,
we will do this by:

1. Developing ourselves and others as Christian disciples
2. Helping others to know, worship, and follow Christ in spand in truth,
3. Collaborating and cooperating across organizational institali@and denominational

boundaries to minister to the masses

Motto: "Come WithUW S} ZE]*S_

The clergy is comprised of any individual who is placeah iofficial ministerial position within the
church. On the other hand, the laity represents anyone witbrectly receiving ministry from the
clergy.

Lay people arEiivelin lifurgicalland pastoral ministiies for buildingtpICAUIEh They perform

leadership and management functions for the Church. They are pkntig involved in education.



The gift of "lay persons who have prepared for professionalstny in the Church.” Such people
serve aflif@eiOrSpastoral associates, directors of religious education, yanitistry, and music,
school principals, and in numerous other roles.

FIVE GOOD REASONS TO BE A MEMBER OF THE LAY COUNCIL

Todeepen the spiritual life of the Laity

to cultivate denominational loyalty,

to expand the denomination to education and evangelism
to disseminate information

to promote any other interest of the kingdom of God

© N A

Last month we celebrated Christian education day this montlcelebrate Laity some new
members ask what is Laity the definition is the people of relgiaith as distinguished from his
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ministers minister to?

The Christian education department is one of the most important degdions in the church, but
if you have no Laity to be in the organization, the orgamratiannot function.

Laity and clergy should work together. This is a joint effareifvant our church to move
forward, we have to work together.

We have to treat this work as a partnership. The pastor is themebharge, and we are there to
help him or her.

We have to make a connection with the pastor bridge the gap we t@avoid conflict. This
could tear the Church apart.

As we take on leadership roles, we must be faithful and haveotreedf God. We must learn to
juupv] 8§ v o0]*S v S} Z }8Z E ip*B)Sopu} €/YZBA v Clu[E
a leader

A leader serves others

A good leader anticipates needs

A godly leader takesitiative

A leader-modelsharacter

A-godly leader seeks to bring out the best in others.
A leader is a problem solver not a highlighter of them

This walk we are on[¢ not an easy one. We must continue to study the word to becomeictos
God and he will order our steps.

Leadership is suffering. Both pastors and Laity are becolanyg but if we are truly committed
our church will survive.

Donf be a benchwarmer that bench will never elevate you.

ST JOHN WE GOT THIS!!
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Spring Valley, New York
President
The Reverend Melvin Mungin, Pastor

St. Paul's is having a two-day celebration. Saturday, Octobgr 21s
NW Tap Connection, Director Melba Ayco, will perform. Melba Ayco
is a storyteller. She has lots of stories about the Geechde an
exhibits. They are from Seattle Washington. On Sunday, October
22nd, Kelvin, Brian, Owens, who gave his first sermonette at St.
Paul's will give our morning message. After we will fellowship aver
meal and hear more from Melba and the tap group

Varick Memorial AME Church,
Brooklyn, NY
Yolanda Montgomery, Local Lay Council President
Reverend Monica H. Marshall, Pastor
Lay Sunday, October 152023

On Sunday, October 152023, | was privileged to be the Guest Speaker for the Varick Mamori
AME Zion Church Virtual Lay Council Sunday Service.
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The Scripture reference was Matthew 17:14-20. In this scripture, Jesygproached by a man,
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greatly. | brought him to your disciplesus SZ C }upo Vv}S Z o0 ZJuX : epue o ] U ™ E]
me. He rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy. The discipéee unable to remove the

demon from the boy even though Jesus had given them authority to idoséry thing, Matthew

iiwi_ v Azv z Z o tnis 1@ diS¢ipe$uhe gave them power to go against

HV O V *%]|E]Se v @ESpAwhsddtheylgashe % Jesus to ask why they were not able
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The reference to mustard seed faith is seen in Matthew 17 verse 20 \ie disciples came to
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Faith is so important to the Christian that scripture tellghet without it, it is impossible to
please God-, @& Ae iiW0o » pd AJSZ}IusS & ]53Z 18 JuW %}E]Z0 $E} 5% pur]$7 ]
to God must believe that he is and that he is a rewarder of theah diligently seek him.

We know that the statement about moving mountains is not to be takendlily, it is just part of
§Z 0 **}v }( P vpulv (]18ZX dZ Zp@®)Z § AP ¥EqQuPPB 3} "Z &
& 18Z2_ v E]VP e}poe S} ZE]SX
By using the small mustard seed as an example, Jesus is gpkglratively about the power of
God when unleashed in the lives of those with true faith.
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Program

Brother Peter Simpson led the Affirmation of Faith
Sister Madicyn Chung provided the Welcome

Scripture was read by Sister Delaney Brown Matthew
17:14-20

Mother Delma Marshall led us in Prayer

Offertory Call was given by Brother Andrew Simpson
Introduction of Speaker- Sister Sandra Thompson- Reid
Speaker-Sister Joan Capel- New York City District Lay
Council President

Altar Call-Reverend David Green

Reverend Marshal provided closing remarks as well as an
update on the roof renovation. Sister Yolanda
Montgomery, Local Lay Council President provided
pictures of the work in progress.

Thank you to Reverend Marshall for the invitation to speakatithnk you to the Varick family
for the support.

Submitted by
Ms. Joan Capel- New York City District Lay Council President



The Salisbury District Lay Council
"7TKH %LVKRS -DPHV 9DULFN +LVWRULFDO &HOHE

The Salisbury District Lay Council, under the dynamic leagesstdr. Yvonne A. Tracey, District
President, and Dorothy Gill-Smith, First Vice President, held its Annebar&&in of Bishop James

Varick on Sunday, October 1, 2023, at Soldiers Memorial AME Gtiarch, Rev. Dr. Derrick
Anderson, Host Pastor, Rev. Dr. Grant Harrison, Jr., Presiding Eldeprogtan focused on

ANZ EJvP KUuE & ]8Z_ SZEIuPZ ]S} ECXH YRrEsided @d g&v/Ehfzal]e ~>]
to Gather from Psalm 103:1-9pllowed by the Invocation. The congregational opening sielec
Aenrpyl] D KdAdZ}p'E §: Z}YA Z X >]3%50 ,Phres DoV} VZITUE~E+/lo
8Z N ((JE®u 8]1}v }( > 18C_X VvV ]Ve%]|E G]¥37Z 0 « 0FE SEYAA <Orchy]Pv Z
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was presented by the children of Soldiers Memorial; Historicdiligigts of the Salisbury District

and the Western North Carolina Conference was shared by Mrs. &@eddlett Gaither, Local Lay

Council President New Hope AMEZ, followed by our Youth who gave HistoricadRefis: Ms.

Selena Goodlett New Hope, Ms. Sacred Nelsbhew Hope; Little Miss Kadence BrowiD } } E [

Chapel.

A Memorial Tribute to our Past District Lay Council Presidents with the lightingaoélles: Dr.
NUM O ,}%l]ve ~iBfATeVY DEX :}Zv  vv] >jod ~hol8ViD&E K« VHEHDE XX:} F
(1991-2001); Mr. Julius Suiter (2010-2016).

To inspire the interest of our history,, } § d } %alith questions were shared with three (3) $25.00
gift cards given to those who responded with correct answers.
The participation from the audience was tremendous. Gift Card winwere: Mrs. Barbara
Fortson (Cedar Grove); Dr. Mary Ponds (White Rock); Rev. Tamica R¢basable Memorial).

Our Keynote SpeakerRev. Dr. Grant Harrison, Jr., Presiding Elder of the Salisbtrigt Di®ught
§Z u e« P AZ] Z (} po }v ~"rZ E]VP Kp ES &&ERebrews 2 IEX\WPrAuUSt] « 5} E C L
%% E ] S IHE Z]*S}EC_X

Closing remarks were given by Dr. Yvonne Tracey, District President, Dr.. FandS, President
t WNCC Lay Council, Rev. Mary Hardin (Designee for Dr. Derrick Andeids®r),@rant Harrison,
Jr.  We closed our program with the Lay Council Closing Prayer.

Submitted,
Dorothy M. Gill-Smith






Excellence in Ministry - Together, We Can

G. Joyner Johnson, Reporter

In the observance of the annual Connectional Lay, Bav. Dr. Dwayne A. Walker, Pastor of Little Rock
AME Zion Church in Charlotte, NC allowed Ms. Glorayder Johnson, President of the local Lay Council
to preside over the morning worship service asrttethe ministerial staff worshipped from the peveng
with the members in the congregation in their black gold.

The responsive reading and affirmation of faitheved by Ms. Hazeline Smith and Ms. Jennifer Mitchell
who serve as the local Lay Council First Vice-Rtest and Secretary, respectively.

Dr. Mary S. Ponds, President of the Western Norttol®ar Conference was the speaker for the mornig.
graduate of Livingstone College, Dr. Ponds wasdarcator in the public schools of Rowan County, Nort
Carolina and in Virginia. In 1999 she was eledtexlfirst woman and the first African American ® b
elected Mayor of Granite Quarry, NC. She has seirvedany leadership roles in her community, her
county, her state and her church, the White Rock A Church where Rev. Thomas Lee is the Pastor.
She is the recipient of the Order of the Long Liiaie, the highest award given to civilians in tteesof
North Carolina. In 2020, she was elected the Peesidf the WNCC Lay Council an office she currently
holds.

8VLQJ WKH FXUUHQW &RQQHFWLRQO DX U/ KHIPWMKT X DUG WBIR@MWE TY6 K BRNH R
([FXVH"" 7KH VFULSWXUDO U Kl FHg Hay EdunZilhds @&l @sbBree@that may be

used to share our faith, including but not limitedhe Holy Bible, the Lay Affirmation, the Lay Log

(Come with Us to Christ), the scriptural refere(@eoverbs 3:6), as well as the Lay Hymn and Song.

GRQYW VKDUH RXU SHUVRQDOFWHWMLBRDHHNMXB[S HHU PKMHEHZRR UH
PDNH GLVFLSOHV E\ EHLQJ ROWWKLD G FQRQGEVHKDQ YQRABRWR RQ R *
make disciples. Together we can be the changeam: tw see. Share our faith with others we enasunt

which may not be comfortable, but we really haveerouse not to share.

After the worship service, an abbreviated stoliagemony was held at the
altar. Mrs. Ruby Tarver, the local Second Vice ®liest began this ceremony
and called Ms. Jackie Abraham to the altar to bledtoy Dr. Ponds.

Many thanks to Dr. Ponds for her thought-provokirgditation as we go
IRUZDUG WR REH\ *RGYVY JUHDWIKRPPDQG 6KDUH <RXU )DL



North Charlotte District 2023 Lay Day Observance Service

G. Joyner Johnson, Reporter

The North Charlotte District Lay Day service was held at Union Bethel AME Zima@ in
Cornelius, NC. Dr. Anthony Davis is the Pastor. Ms. V. Carolyn Hubbard from Rockwell AME
Zion Church is the District President. Ms. Hazeline Smith from Little Rock AME Zion Gwas
the presiding officer for the service.

Ms. Cindy Saunders from Torrence Chapel AME Zion Church, the District Chaplain started the
service with a spirited Praise and Worship session. The scripture was read byQ\dbedter
Robinson of Clement Memorial AME Zion Church followed with prayer by Mr. Bill Jones of
Huntersville AME Zion Church. Mr. Ernest McClain from Little Rock led the assembhein t
Affirmation for Laity. The music was provided by Columbus Chapel AME Zion Church.

The message was brought to those assembled by Sis. Nakisha

DeShields of Columbus Chapel. She had the undivided attention of
WKRVH SUHVHQW DV VKH VSRNH IURP WKH 4X
2XU )DLWK” XVLQJ KHU WLWOH 3/HVV-RQV RI )I
21 as the reference text. She taught on all the characteristics of the
mustard seed. It was evident from the start that she had done her
UHVHDUFK RQ WKH PXVWDUG VHHG VXFK DV L
ability to fix soil among other things.

If we have the faith of a mustard, nothing is impossible. There is

great potential in small things. Working without faith is fruitless and
UHVXOWYVY LQ PLVVHG RSSRUWXQLWLHV WR VK
closer to God we must study His word more, fast, pray and sacrifice.

The presiding Elder gave remarks led by the Laity Rededication
Litany. The observance closed with the Lay Council Closing Prayer.

The Presiding Elder of the North Charlotte District is Dr. Wardell Henderson, and thedeiysis
his wife, Mrs. Myrtle Henderson.






PALMETTO CONFERENCE
COLUMBIA CAMDEN DISTRICT
SERVING THE COMMUNITY
Good Hope A.M.E. Zion Church
Serving the Community

Good Hope AME Zion Church Lay Council celebrated Lay

Sunday on the'5Sunday in October with the Pastor Tracey

Ellis speaking from Romans 8:31- 3/HW 1RWKLQJ 6HSDUDWH
You from the Love of God.

Key Points: Remain Faithful- Being Persistent and
Consistent and keeping your Trust In God.

Also, the church continues to minister to the community
with Bible Study and prayer. The annual shoe size
fundraiser, which was a huge success.

Jones Memorial A.M.E. Zion Observes Lay Day

The Jones Memorial A. M. E. Zion Church in Columbia, S.C. observed its Lay Day on Sunday,
October 15, 2023. The worship leader for this service was the pastor of the church, Reverend
7TKHOPD *RUGRQ 7KH VHUYLFH ZDV FHQWHUHG RQ UKLV \HDU 1
Faith-6HFXULQJ 2XU )XWXUH’



The speaker for this service was Mrs. Megan Thomvas was presented by Mrs. Loranda Melton,
Regional Director for the South Atlantic Episcopal District, and a member of Jomesrie Mrs.
Thomas is a product of Jones Memorial where her parents Mr. and Mrs. Robert Goddard are
members. She is currently a member of Journey United
Methodist Church. Megan is a graduate of Winthrop
University in Rock Hill, S.C. with a BA in mass
communication. She is employed with the Independent
Insurance Agents and Brokers of South Carolina as Director of
Member Services. Mrs. Thomas also volunteers with several
organizations in Columbia. Mrs. Thomas is married to Julius
L. Thomas, Jr. They are the parents of three lovely daughters,
Kylie, Lynden, and Nora. MrsT KRPDV pV VXEMHFW ZDV
Freedom Church: A movement, empowered by the Holy
6SLULW ~

Photo Credit: Christopher Gordon

Her message so vividly tied her subject to the founding of the A.M. E. Zion Church by James

Varick and others. She demonstrated the power of the Holy Spirit as a teacher, a Comforter, a
Interceder finally, the Holy Spirit identifieXV WR *RG DV RQH RI +LV FKLOGUHAQ
forward. We are moving forward) QG ZH DUH VKDULQJ RXU IDLWK ~

The service concluded with the Litany for Rededication of the Laity was led by Mrs. Annie M.
Williams, president of the Jones Memorial Lay Council and a former Connectional Lay Council
Chaplain.

Columbia-Camden District
Loranda Melton, District President

The President of the Columbi&DPGHQ 'LVWULFWTTV /D\PHQYV &RXQFLO /RU
the attendees for the Annual Ozeir McBeth Lay Council Awards Celebration on Saturday August

21, 2023. After two years on ZOOM, this event was held in person at Antioch A.M.E. Zion

Church, Rev. Robert T. Benton, Pastor during the District Conference. The occasion, eloquently

stated by Dr. Robert Scott is to recognize an outstanding lay member from each churcthevit
Columbia-Camden District it was followed by a beautiful selection by the Kindrtaiers. The

speaker for the occasion, Exhorter Katie McFadden offered words of encouragement to the

Honorees.

The celebration of the occasion continued with a wonderful meal and fellowship. Mrs. Melton
intentionally planned a wonderful program that included a poem by one of the senior members of
the District, Exhorter Nadine Anderson, who was such a delight. Ashley Melton anddhaday
members and recipients of the Ozeir McBeth Awards who represented the churches tiithe dis
She noted that these members give so unselfishly of their time and talents to theiiveespe
churches: Maurice Simmons-Jones Memorial, Alvin McBeth-Antioch, Annie

Gustus-Pleasant Grove #2, Susan Junious-Clinton Chapel, Exhorter Katie

McFadden- Old Mt. Zion, Ann Belton- Good Hope, Christian Education

Department-Paradise, Ashley Davis-Rossville, Deanna Grant-New Vision,

Florine Sutton-Temple of God, Sammy Belk-Fairview, Sarah Moore-Ebenezer,

Mother Virginia Rosemond-Baum Temple, Burnadatt Canty-Pleasant Grove #1.



All of the recipients received beautiful plaques, words of appreciation and $25.00 fromttiwe Dis
President, Loranda Melton and the Conference President, Annie Williams. The ©BeithMLay

Person of the Year was awarded to Ms. Dequitta Kennedy for overall service to the Columbia
Camden District.

Exhorter Katie McFadden




SPARTANBURG DISTRICT
Ms. Angel Underwood, President

5HY 5HFRUGR +ROPHV DQG % H D Wigbkfiad Lk BuSdayort@otebe 16X U F K F
2023. The Speaker was their very own, Sister Betty Means! Sister Means serves in mangsapacit
including, Sunday School Teacher, Christian Education President, and Usher. She brought a very
encouraging message very encouraging message.



On October 21, 2023. The Spartanburg District Lay Council

VXSSRUWHG WKH 3:DON ZLWK WKH OD\RU” HYHQW )LUVW 9LFH
President Lenora Moore and District Lay Chaplin, Elaine

Brackett attended this event in Spartanburg, SC. This event

allowed for time to be spent in the local neighborhoods,

providing history about the neighborhoods, and addressing

any needs of the people we are all charged to serve.



The Spartanburg District Lay Council participated

in Williams Chapel A.M.E Zion Lay Sunday on

October 22, 2023. District President, Angel

Underwood was in attendance and gave a

SUHVHQWDWLRQ RQ WKH 3)LYH *RRG 5HDVRQV WR %H D
OHPEHU RI WKH /Rav.&BMagtiaL O

&DUWHU EURXJKW WKH /D\ OHVVDJH Rl 3'R \RX ZDQW
WR EH KSdriptorel Beading John 5: 13-16.



The Spartanburg

District Lay Council

was invited to

participate in Steven

Grove A.M.E. Zion

Lay Sunday on

November 12, 2023.

District President,

Angel Underwood was

in attendance and gave

a presentation on

3:KDW LV WKH /D\
Council; : K\ 2UJDQL]H D /D\ &RXQFLO DQG WKH %YHQHILWV ™ 5HY &\(
Mackey brought the Lay Message df Hneed each other; The Body
RI WKH &KXUFK LV RQH XQLW EiptuleL WK PDQ\ PRYLQJ SDUWV’
Reading-1 Corinthians 12: 131

The Spartanburg District Lay Council was invited to
participate in Chestnut Ridge AMEZ Lay Sunday on
October 15, 2023. District First Vice President,

Lenora Moore was in attendance. Rev Tammy
:KHHOHU EURXJKW WKH /D\ OHVVDJH
in the building, he will turn thing® U R X §o@pture

Reading- Mark 2:2-1



PEE DEE CONFERENCE

September 30, 2023%5chool Bells are Ringing: Are You
5HDG\"" ZDV BrowkiigXah& Wsightful panel
discussion provided by youth Jasmine Guitierrez, Jasmine
Simmons, Zari White, Zion White and facilitated by Jordan
Felder, youth. The panelists discussed academic challenges,
balancing their time, bullying in their schools, and
availability of supportive school staff. Data was shared from
the Lancaster School District, also, on the achievement of
students in the Lancaster High School Feeder Area.
Suggestions to address areas of concern will be shared with
the Lancaster and Cheraw-Bennettsville Districts for
discussion of effective programs by the church
memberships. The panel was a 5th Saturday
Academy/Assembly presented by the Lay Council and
Christian Education Departments. October 15, 2023.

The Connectional Lay Sunday Worship was celebrated at Mt. Tabor AME ZionhC thegastor
iIs Rev. Dr. Michael Peay. The speaker was Lancaster City Caancdn Jackie Harris who
DGGUHVVHG WKH 7RSLF 3BXYWDLWKJJ/ DWQG 6KDULQJ
Person of the Year Awards were presented to a recipient from

each Pee Dee Conference District and two recipients from the

Conference. The Lay Sunday Worship was a spiritually

energizing fellowship which was replicated throughout the

Conference at individual churches, also. The last quarter of this

conference year was completed by attending the 104th Pee Dee

Annual Conference, and a report of accomplishments was

presented. This Conference year also concluded the tenure of

the President, Pee Dee Conference Lay Council.






PRESIDENT - DOROTHY L. MINTER-SAUNDERS
PRESIDING ELDER 2 REV. T.KENNETHVENABLE
VIRGINIA CONFERENCE, MID-ATLANTICEPISCOPAL DISTRICT - BISHOPW. DARIN MOCRE

' S]JvPe]Jv i epue[ Eu (E}u §Z W S E-tp@&GFLRlGsW@l] s > C

with you and yours and that you are continuing to enjoy the gess$of God. What
follows are some of our activities.

All the Churches in the Petersburg Eleven observed Lay Sundayasomghlighted
below.

HOOD TEMPLE, Richmond, VA. Rev. Dr. Lorenza R. Meekins,;, Rést Glenda Wright, Lay
President,It gave us great pleasure to haM. William L. English, Virginia Conference Lay President
our speakerfor Lay Sunday. The message came from our Quadrennial Theme: SEOURINGTURE. We
were blessed with a powerful message. We can accept Jesusashoist Lord and Savior, and this would
be us securing our future. This was food for thought.

ZION CHESTER, Chester, VA. Rev. Dexter Feely, Pastor, MrsSgeamer, Lay Presidenthanks
to Mr. Ricky Daniels, Lay Speaker for a job well done atige participants on the program, Lady
Lynette Feely, Shasmee Boisseau, Stevie Webster, Taraei8herell Barbour, and Debbie Bell.
Thanks to all the members for their support & representing Lay Counadih their black & gold.



PARADISE, Lawrenceville, VA. Rev. Cecelia White, Pastor, Mre Biexdy Lay President. Speaker was
Ms. Dorothy L. Minter-Saunders, President Petersburg District LaynCib. She spoke about Sharing Our
Faith and how important it is that we do so. The question was houldwve have known if someone had
not shared with us that God loves us so much, He sent His only soimgpus salvation. Other guests were
Mr. George Rivera,"? Vice President Petersburg District Lay Council and Mrs. RRgiasa, Petersburg
District Lay Council Consultant.

WHITE ROCK, Alberta, VA. Rev. Yolanda W. Buck, Pastor, Msa%zordon, Lay President. The
speaker wadMirs. Renee PetwayHer subjectA « A }v—3 >}e 1% V N E]%SpE E ( !
27. Points made: 1. Can't listen to the outside noise 2. Toefdre you speak 3. Stay focused.

GREATER FAITH, Petersburg, VA. Rev. Randy Kiah, Pastor, Mr&kddavell
Dickens, Lay President. Speaker: William T. EvansTdic: A Blessing in
Disguise. Scriptural Reference: Philippians 4:13 | Can Do Al Thirough Christ
Who Strengthens Me.

President Saunders was privileged to attend Lay Day servicdswatof the six churches in what
A o0 §$Z "&}puvthé District} (She attended White Rock, her home church, anchthe
got on the road to:

MT. ZION, Dundas, VA. Pastor Rev. Vanessa Hicks, Lay Presmiei@paaker Mrs. Martha
Wilson. Her subject was Faith. She pointed out we should Keep theifathe good times and the
bad times.

ST. PAUL, Meredithville, VA. Pastor Rev. Alma Coles ChadgsPresident Mrs. Mattie Walker
Bates. Speaker, Mr. Eray Charlede invited everyone to come and see what the Lord is doing.

d z>KzZ[» , W >U E}v AU s X W «S}E SZEs Y} |oPPresidght ahd < vv
Speaker Ms. Alicent LewisShe spoke about Sharing Our Faith and how to go about it.



BEYOND THE PETERSBURG DISTRICT WALLS TO Hood Chapé#bik Bisthitd. Rev Samuel
Warren Pastor We celebrated our Lay Dayth Mrs. Regina Rivera as our Speakeshe is past"?
Vice President of the CLC and past President of the Petersburg Diatric€duncil, currently
Jvepos v }( 8Z W S Ee HEP ]*3E] § > EE}uRIDX]VvPIK |5EH& o)
Through Evangelism and Discipleship. She reminded us thatwiasissus to be evangelists and
to be prayerful towards others. Her message blessed our souls

OUR VIRGINIA CONFERENCE LAY SCHOLARSHIP WINNER
MS. ANIYAH C. HICKS
Receiving Scholarship at Annual Conference



OUR PETERSBURG DISTRICT LAY HELPING HAND AWARD RECIPIEN

MS. KENNEDY V. ZIGLAR



Dorothy Saunders Mary Dickens George Rivera  Sandra Gordon

President First Vice Second Vice Secretary
Shirlene Williams  Shermayne Websi¢tomas Moseley Regina Rivera
Financial Secretary Treasurer Chaplain Consultant

PRESIDENT SAUNDERS IN THE COMMUNITY
INSTALLED AS SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
VCU HEALTH/COMMUNMITY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL VOLUNTEER HOSPITAL

We pray for you a happy Thanksgiving, a blessed Christmas and a New
Year filled with joy in Jesus.



Connectional Lay Council

Western Episcopal District - Regional DirectbRynette Nixon
Missionary Supervisor- Rev. Felica R. Thompson

Bishop Brian R. Thompson, Presiding Prelate
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

0Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to semes ofis faithful
stewards of'} [egrace in its various form%.If anyone speaks, they should do so as one
who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they stmstawith the strength
God provides, so that in all things God may be praiseditfih Jesus Christ. To him be

the glory and the power faverandever! 1Peter4: 10-11

What an awesome time we have been experiencing in The Western Episcbpet, Bhis past
quarter. We are continuing to see the fruits of our labors being manifested within the Lay
Council. Blessings, upon blessings upon blessings, thanks be to God! The month of October all
over the denomination we celebrated Annual Lay Day as well as in the Westeropapis

District. We continue to press toward the mark, while trusting God and believe His Wued!
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few, we consider it a blessing to bedcannateg the

few, as we know God has great rewards for the few! As always, we continue to thank God for
the Connectional Lay Council leadership, our International Presidento$4pld King Davis, Jr.

& his amazing, elected officers, appointed chairpersons, and committees thatpntiade u
Executive Board, who work so diligently side by side with him. The legacy of the Laity of our
great Freedom Church is yet alive!

As always, kudos and thankR Xtfh ¥ach of the Conference Presidents, for your commitment to
the ministry of the Lay Council. Each Conference President is committed to the Lay work, and
the fruits of their Labors is shown in all they do. The Conference Presidents are continuing to
attend the Regional Directors meetings, where we plan, pray, encosupgert, and learn from

each other, as well as a time to come together and fellowship, and keep each other accountable



Our WED Membership Chair & California Conference President Sis Pat Ham@ntinuing to
work on reaching the 100% membership goal. The SWRM Conference President, Sis Luvenia

Newman-Stroupe, who is also the Secretary, are having much outreach work in their area. The
Alaska Conference President, Bro. Clarence Mercer, & Oregon/Washington Conference
President & Chaplain, Sis Gail Thomas are all partnering with the Missionarytiepés in

their Conferences to continue their outreach Ministries, and Colorado Gued?eesident, Bro.

Jim Hughley, has passed the baton, as he will be leaving the Colorado area, so wesare in t
process of establishing a new Conference President in that area. Also, Bro. Charles Mgntgome
is our WED YAI Chairperson, & the Young Adults of the Western Episcopal District are
planning virtual sessions in the fall. And lastly Sis. lan Jefferson, Our Health & Wellness
Champion is involved in several events.

Below are the written & pictorial reports of some of the work being doeeme of the
Conferences:

California Conference:

PATRICIAHUNTERONFERENCE PRESIDENT

NAACP Vallejo Branch #1081 President Patricia Hu@alifornia Conference Lay President),
Pastor Zaniel

T. Young invitees to the NAACP National Board of Directors receptiolm Aib.E. Zion Church
Bishop Dennis V. Proctor and National NAACP President/CEO Derrick Johnson.



The California Conference Mini Lay Academy, October 11, 2023 wasttelided by Lay and
Clergy. We welcomed two Connectional Lay Council officers 2nd Vice Presttentie Bell

Wright, Chaplain Jerry L. McCombs and our AME Zion Church Judicial Councibeer.

Yvonne Tracey. The conference welcomes our new officers and on the agenda was roles and
responsibilities, how we would together in unison with an overview of the Lay protocol and
expectations. A brief history was shared along with Question and Answer hmPaft Il of

the Mini Lay Academy, November 8, 2023 was well attended and foouasglémbership. The
materials and training of our CLC 2nd Vice President Connie Beliiwkeft no stone

unturned.



Lay Sunday Kyles Temple AME Zion Church Vallejo

CA Lay Moment: President Patricia Hunter

Sermon: Pastor, Rev. Gail A. Jack

Total 82 Lay Members

55 Annual members

21 Quadrennial members

6 Life Members

The Lay continue to serve side by side with Pastor G&il Jae are the Church Where Love is
Shared.






Lay Sunday First AME Zion Church San
FranciscoWED Regional Director: Rynette Nixon
Co-Presidents: Angela Morrison and Venise
NelsonPastor: Rev. Zaniel T. Young






Lay Sunday Hilliard Chapel

Lay President: Dr. Sandra Davis
Pastor, Rev. William DeArmond
Sunday School started with
Jeopardy

Lay Sunday St. James AME Zion Church San Mateo

Presenter: Teresa Williams
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Marlyn Bussey, Presiding Elder Central Vallegt Distri



Lay Sunday at Mount Pisgah AME Zion Chufch. Merced
CAPastor, Rev. Matthew Morgan Pegues
Lay Presenter - Central Valley Lay President Wanda Lax



The California Conference Lay Officers arrived boots on the ground ready for the
opening of the 1st Check Up Meeting at Howard AME Zion Church, Hanford,
CA. The California Conference Lay Report shared the combined local church,
district and conference report card with exceptional achievements! Hanford is
located closer to Southern California however we the Lay team made with
energy and expectations and Missionary Supervisor Felica R. Thompson and
Bishop Brian R. Thompson, Sr. led the Check Up meeting in fine fashion. Stay
tuned the California Conference is serving in His Excellence






The California Conference Lay sounded the alarm for titmmeafor the Maui Crisis with &t

CareWE C E o00_ Vv ¢]}v veA E X dZ i u]lvus Z"tD pg WE C E
Telethon immediately following within the hour $2,000.00 waised. We thank Pastor Zaniel

Young, First AME Zion Church San Francisco, TelethondM@aare grateful for the Zion-

wide support and donations. Lay and Clergy serving together.



Oregon Washington Conference:
GAIL THOMAS *CONFERENCE PRESIDENT

Ms. GAIL THOMAS ~ CONFERENCE Lay PRESIDENT

Celebrating Lay Sunday Services & Sharing information

Spotlighting two Cascade District young Adults: Ms.itatHarris &Vs.
Kelsie Waters who share the following. We live with thsability of
blindness. As laity and clergy of our church we are calleslaidk together in
harmony to fulfill the work that God entrusted to us. Partofdhme calling
IS to create an incessive an welcoming environment fan@liding those
living with disabilities. Lay Sunday shares special gigance with blind
and visually impairedpeople as it is White Cane Dayit¥@iane Day is a
nationalobservance celebrated in the US every year on ObtsitBe 1964.




Lay President Ms. Gail Thomas to inform, inspire andencourage laity to
3V K DhgiHFaith~ inviting those outside theors to come in the door with them
to Christ. Desert and fellowshipfollowed the Lay Servicesousnce.

Congresspassthe law that all owed then Pres. Lyndon B. Johnson to proclaim
October 15N of every year as®: K L GaHe Safety D \”

White Cane Day was also named Blind Americans Equikty by pres.

Barack Obama. White canes and guide dogs shareil@ispurpose of keeping
visually impaired safe; they are just different todUsed to make visually impaired
persons feel confident and lessvulnerable in theepi@s of others. As laity, let us
find ways to uplift the achievements, safety and resigesfqpeople with

disabilities and anyone facing marginalization eahaf the year.

Frst AME, Zion Church, Portland, OR, Rev. Dr. Dennis G. Payne, Il Bought an
inspiring lay messagdéo you know the Time? Romans _ { , Opportunity
was given to the Oregon WashingtdDonference




Community A. M. E. ZChurch, Vancouver WA.,

Rev. Dr. Joyce M. Smith, pastor, Observed
Lay Sunday with the newly appointed Cascade
District Lay President Mrs. Chesa Willis as
worship leader.

Ms. Willis bought a drama skit-based John 8:5 the
story of the woman caught in adultery~

challenged us all to reflect on our issues and not
be so judgmental of others sin.

Bro. Derek Thompson, a laymen bought a
powerful lay message entitled?The Problem &
The Promise 2rd Chronicles 7:14 laity must do
their part to submit to Gods will and way. Laity
were inspired. This was Bro. E | fralil
Exalter sermon.

Ebenezer A.M.E. Zion Church, Seattle, WA.

Rev. Dr. Lamont Brown Pastor delivered a
stirring Lay Sunday message entitlediving
My Best Life Embracing My God-Given
Uniqueness Ephesians 2:10Laity were
touched and several recommitted themselve
WKH XSOLIWLQJ RI *RGTV F UFK OV *DLO 7KRPDYV
the Oregon Washington Lay president share @
mini academy entitled®/ D\ & RXQFLO
D E R X W Laig Were reminded about the
purpose of Lay Council the role they play ang
how to serve and share their faghtside the
walls of the church.

Special recognition to Mrs. Ophelia Ealy the past Cascade District Lay ptestui@oontinues
to be a strong voice for the laity in the A.M. E Zion Church. She serves as the local Lay council
president at Ebenezer A.M.E. Zion Church, Seattle, WA.



Dr. lan Jefferson

Western Regional Health & Wellness Champion

Young Adult Initiative Member

The Western Lay Council has been busy this season doimgtheof the Lord. During the
month of October, in celebration of our Lay observance, we ppdied in a number of
wellness interventions to promote healthy lifestyle habits in fifee df our church. Various
local churches gathered to #WalkforWellness as a church corntynim addition, on Lay
Sunday, First AME Zion Church, San Francisco, hoStedreesh, So Cledalad Bar where
the laity feasted on a healthy and nutritious salad buffet stylee Jalad bar consisted of
fresh spinach mix, bell peppers, onions, pecans, walgairfianzo beans, roasted chicken,
dates, croutons, cranberries, cherry tomatoes, pasta salad, amgsortment of fresh salad
dressings. (See pictures on the following page).

On Thursday, October 26th, the Young Adult Initiative of@a&fornia Conference hosted our
very first Health & Wellness Empowerment Nite to promote exercise aftion. First Lady
Victoria Fisher of Kyles Temple, Sacramento presenteédudrition In The Kitcheand

provided an informative powerpoint on the importance of eatintgpabow-based diet for
optimal nutritional benefits. In addition, Lady Victoria also pre#ed several delicious
homecooked recipes including roasted bell peppers, whiti, eimd rainbow Chinese fried
rice. For the second presentation, we were privileged to leaathy stretching exercises by
Fitness Coach, EnJunaya Canton. The laity received psychoedwcathe importance of
stretching for blood circulation and muscular flexibilitye Whded the night with movement
and dance by following an online workout video using thik Rranklin songStomp.

| have been active in attending the monthly meetings of thengofdult Initiative led by our
connectional chair Sis. Dottie Stevens. | currently serve as thee¥#etary. We look forward
to presenting during the upcoming CLC Convocation schedoédarch 2024. The Young
Adults plan to present on the theme of the convocatieg, X O W L YODr\Walitl) Committed to
Service: Generationto  *H Q H U D \WigiRighiting the importance of mentoring young adults for
leadership opportunities within our churches. In addition, ¥@mung Adults are seeking
pledges from their respected conferences to help alleviate someeofrdvel cost to ensure
that we have a YAl representative from each episcopal district.

Last but not least, | am excited to be in completion of my coursewsekdoctoral candidate
in Clinical Psychology. To God be the Glory!






The Eastern West Africa Episcopal District is made up of eleven confereitbea

Presiding Prelate the RT. RV, DR, U. U. Effiong Presiding as the Bishop. During this my
tenure as the Regional Director of the Lay Council (2021-2023) we have achieved a lot of
breakthroughs in term of membership growth, spiritual growth, training and retraining of the
laity in knowing our church discipline as is in the book of discipline 2011 edition. The laity
are the chief custodian of the church administration and planning at the locatt arstric
conference which has brought positive changes to the episcopal district. Wedtares

during the 29 biennial session connectional lay council retreat with the theme; SHARING
FAITH TO SECURE OUR FUTURE which centred on the following.

LECTURE 1. LEADERSHIP/ CHURCH GROWTH: By REV, DR. UMOR OLU
(Emphasis on leadership development and competencies as it influences thgawitch
LECTURE 2. HEALTH AND SAFETY OF THE LAITY: BY PASTOR DR. DANIEL
UMOREN (Emphasis on prostrate and breast cancer including home and public safety).
LECTURE 3. BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY: BY BRO ESSIEN W. ESSIEN
(Emphasis on business development and entrepreneurial skills including appbtation
technology to business development.

STATE OF THE CHURCH:

Three organs of the church the Local, District and Conferences are all doing extrerh&dy wel
PHHWXS ZLWK WKH FRQQHFWLRQDO OD\ FRXQFLO PRWWR ZKL
reaching out to all the episcopal district and its surrounding to bring more memberbddyhe

of Christ. The table below shows the confereranettheir respectively Bishops Administrative
Assistance of the EWAED.

"lEWE D" K& KE& Z E Z" EKX K& /~dZ/

i X E/"Z/] KE& Z E Z sX ZX |&Z < X <
X EdZz > E/' Z] KE& Z E Z sX ZX ~Dh >/ D
X Zls Zz™ El' Z] KE& Z E 0 Z sX ZX hDKZ K>h
oX | >'KMNE/"Z] KE& Z E Z sX ZX D/, > hK
nX | D/ > E E/'"Z/] KE& Z E Z sX ZX™N Dh >X,X 7
oX | EKZd, ZE E/' Z] KE& Z Z sX ZX E< D

0 X ZKA"™ Z|s Z EI' Z] KE& ZU ZXdX [ & "
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0X | "Khd, ZE E/' Z] KE& Z | Z sU ZX KE > X :X
X <t E/'Z] KE& Z E Z sXWZK&X /IDKX X
iiX | WKzZd, Z Khzd E/'" Z] KK 6 Z sX ',h EKz X'X >







We the entire connectional members of the African Methodist Episcopal ZiontQieneby
call for more delegates representation come 2024 General Conference to learn and know the
church methodism. Pictures above shows happening of the Lay Council activities in the district.

What shall | render unto the Lord for all His benefits towangsMy profound gratitude goes to
the Almighty God for safeguardinge and mind familyhroughout theear.

To the International Connectional Lay Council Presidesdy thank you fobelieving inme as
a servantvho canserve the Lord in this capacity. | still rely on you for dinezs and corrections
whenGXWLHV RI TRI&ETV ZRUN

7R WKH &KDLUPDQ %RDUG RI /D\ $FWLYLWLHV %LVKRSTV 3U
Travelling Ministers of this Episcopal District, thank you for giving this Council the
opportunities and supponghenever we call from EWAED.

To myEpiscopal Prelate the RT Rev. U.U. Effiong and Missionary Supervisor Mrs C. Effiong
the Executiveof the CLC,Conference President8AAs, Presiding Elders, Pastors, and Laities,
who have worked with me to get to where we are today, | appegaatall for your support,
commitments, sacrifices and most importantly your sincerity in your actions. May God continue
to increase you in strength and your labour shall never be in vain.

To My Wife, the Field Worker of Port Harcourt Nigeria Conference, Deaconess Ingonimi E.

Moro, thanks for your prayers, and sleepless nights in supporting me to achieve my tasks and
WDUJHWYV IRU *RGYV ZRUN DQG P\ FKLOG Ortv@ roleég kddh@ave \R X IR U
played. God Bless you all in Jesus Name.

Humbly Submitted,
Bro. Emmanuel Umor Moro,

EWAED REGIONAL DIRECTOR



State of The Church

The A.M.E. Zion Church in America Post-COVID: A Landscape of Transformation and
Adaptation

Introduction

In a world emerging from the shadows of a global pandemic, the A.M.E. Zion Church stands at

the forefront of a transformative era. This historic institution, deeply rooted in the African

American community, faces a landscape reshaped not just by the pandeatso twyt powerful

social movements and a revolutionary shift in work culture. As we turn the pages of thas pivot
FKDSWHU LQ WKH &KXUFKfV VWRU\ ZH H[SORUH KRZ WKH $ 0
uncharted waters. From the echoes of the Black Lives Matter movement to the sewsatal

shift towards remote work and the ongoing saga of significant demographic changes, this is a

story of resilience, adaptation, and unwavering faith. Join us as we delve into the profound

impacts of these factors on the A.M.E. Zion Church, both this year and in the years to come, and
discover how an institution steeped in history is embracing an era of unprecedented change.

Adapting to Decreased Senior Volunteerism Post-COVID

The COVID-19 pandemic has notably impacted the dynamics of
volunteerism within the Church, especially among senior members.
Traditionally, senior members have been the backbone of volunteer
efforts, contributing to various church activities, from
administrative tasks to community outreach. The pandemic,
however, brought about a heightened sense of vulnerability among
this demographic, leading to a decrease in their active participation.
The impact of this decline is multifaceted. Seniors provide valuable
services and act as mentors and role models for younger members.
7TKHLU ZLVGRP DQG H[SHULHQFH DUH YLWDO 1
Reverend Kaloma Smith plirection and maintaining its traditions. The qbsence of their .
pastor, University AM. E. zionch INVolvement has left a gap that is not easily filled. To address this
Palo Alto, CA challenge, the Church can initiate programs designed to re-engage
senior volunteers. These programs could focus on creating less
physically demanding roles and more flexible in terms of commitment. For instanc&ss
could be involved in mentoring programs, providing guidance and support to younger members
via phone calls or virtual meetings. Additionally, offering training sessions to help seniors
become more comfortable with technology can open up new avenues for their participation.
Virtual volunteering opportunities, where seniors can contribute from the safety of their, homes
can also be a viable solution. Furthermore, enhancing safety protocols in physichlsgaces
is crucial. By implementing rigorous health and safety measures, the Church can reassure seniors
that their well-being is a priority, encouraging their return to more active roles.



Elevating Voices: The A.M.E. Zion Church in the Black Lives Matter Era

7KH % ODFN /LYHVY ODWWHU PRYHPHQW KDV XQGHUVFRUHG WK
social justice and civil rights. The killing of George Floyd and subsequent evesdsaach

FDWDO\VW UHLJQLWLQJ WKH &KXUFK {vwbdnyvdgationsWithiS LU LW 7
the A.M.E. Zion Church have responded to the call for racial justice and equality. Churches have
become centers for organizing protests, providing resources, and offering spiritual support. The

role of the Church in these activities goes beyond mere participation; it is adderslep and

guidance in the fight against systemic racism. The movement has also promptkatiegva

KRZ UDFLDO LVVXHVY DUH DGGUHVVHG ZLWKLQ WKH IDEULF RI
However, this increased focus on activism has not been without its challenges. Some

congregants have expressed concerns about the Church becoming too immersed in political

matters, potentially detracting from its spiritual mission. This has led to disnasgout the

balance between spiritual guidance and social activism. To navigate tladlsages, the Church

could consider creating forums for open dialogue where members can express their views and
concerns. Additionally, integrating the principles of social justice into celgteachings in a

way that emphasizes their compatibility with spiritual values can help bridgeearsived

divides. The Church can also highlight historical instances where religious |pyed key

roles in social movements, underscoring that activism and faith are not mutually exclusive

Navigating the New Normal: Remote Work and Church Dynamics

The widespread adoption of remote work due to the pandemic has significantly akered t

traditional congregation model. Many members, no longer tethered to their offices, have moved

from urban to suburban or rural areas, changing the demographic landscape of many

congregations. This shift presents both challenges and opportunities for the Church. On the one

hand, churches in urban areas may face decreased physical attendance, affectindjttbealtra
community engagement methods. On the other hand, this dispersion offers a chance to extend the
&KXUFKJVY UHDFK FRQQHFWLQJ ZLWK UHORFDWHG PHPEHUV L
adapt, the Church has embraced digital technology. Once a temporary solution, online worship
services have become a cornerdtorRI WKH &KXUFKYV RSHUDWLRQ 7KHVH VI
and accessibility, allowing members to participate regardless of location. Beyone settve

Church has also leveraged digital platforms for bible studies, youth programs, and fellowship
activities, ensuring a strong sense of community. However, the transition to digitahigshoott

its challenges. The digital dividethe gap between those with effective access to digital and

information technology and those with limited or no acceissa significant concern.

Addressing this involves providing the technological means and ensuring members have the
necessary skills to engage with these platforms. This might include offeringgragsgsions and

technical support to less tech-savvy members.



Economic Repercussions of Remote Work in the Church Community

The economic implications of the shift to remote work are multifaceted. For chimajesving
suburban and rural areas, this could mean an influx of new members and increased financial
resources. These churches have the opportunity to expand their outreach programs and enhance
their facilities. However, they must also be mindful of efficiently managing thektozal

resources to meet the changing needs of their congregation. Conversely, churches in areas
experiencing depopulation face financial challenges. A decline in regular &itecatelead to
UHGXFHG WLWKHV DQG RIITHULQJY LPSDFWLQJ WKH &KXUFKT{\
services. To navigate these financial headwinds, some churches have consideregennovat
approaches such as merging with other congregations, restructuring their ministries, or
increasing their reliance on digital giving platforms. Moreover, the economic shift hightight

need for the Church to support members facing job transitions or financial instability Hee to t
evolving work landscape. Resources such as job training workshops, financial planning

seminars, or networking events can be invaluable in helping congregants adapt tooihesecec
changes.

(PEUDFLQJ D 1HZ (UD 7KH $ 0 ( =LRQ &KXUFKfV OXOWLFXOW)

7KH &KXUFKfV PRYH WRZDUGYV PXOWLFXOWXUDO FRQJUHJDWL
towards diversity and inclusivity. This section delves into the strategies aativesi

implemented to foster a more inclusive environment that celebrates its nsedliberse

backgrounds, and experiences. Incorporating elements of different cultural traditions into

worship services is one way the Church has begun to embrace this diversity. This could include a
variety of music styles, languages, and liturgical practices, reflecting thepestriaof cultures

within the congregation. Another critical step is facilitating open dialogues aboutd@ictty,

and culture. These discussions can help break down barriers, foster understanding, and build a
sense of belonging among members from different backgrounds. Educational programs that

explore the history and contributions of various cultures within the Church can also be

instrumental in promoting inclusivity. Leadership diversity is essential iriremsition. By

HQVXULQJ WKDW WKH &KXUFKYV OHDGHUVKLS UHIOHFWV WKH
only sets a powerful example but also benefits from a wider range of perspectives and

experiences, enhancing its decision-making and community engagement.

Strategies for Future Growth and Adaptation

In response to the challenges outlined, the Church must develop and implement strategies that
ensure its growth and relevance in the modern world. These strategies should beetedltifac
addressing its congregations, diverse needs, and dynamics.



1. Engagement with Senior Members: Developing a comprehensive plan to re-engage seni
volunteers is crucial. This plan could include creating roles tailored to thebilitgmand
interests, offering flexible schedules, and ensuring their safety and comfort. Additionally,
establishing mentorship programs where seniors can share their wisdom and expeience wit
younger members could be highly beneficial.

2. Integrating Technology: Embracing technology is no longer optional but a necessity. The
Church must continue to enhance its digital infrastructure, ensuring that servicesgs)eetal
community activities are accessible to all members, regardless of theiohoddtis also

involves investing in training programs to help members, particularly seniors and #g®se le
familiar with technology, become more comfortable using these digital tools.

3. Addressing the Economic Impact of Population Shifts: The Church must proactively address
the financial implications of demographic changes. This could involve developing new
fundraising strategies, exploring partnerships with other organizations, and diversifying its
income sources. Financial stewardship and transparency will be key in managingsbesese
effectively.

4. Supporting Members in Transition: The Church can play a supportive role as members
navigate the challenges brought about by remote work and economic changes. This might
include offering career counseling, financial planning advice, or simply providing a space for
members to share their experiences and support each other.

5. Promoting Multiculturalism and Inclusivity: Continuing to foster an environment of

inclusivity and multiculturalism is essential. This involves diversifying worshagtpres and

ensuring that all church activities and leadership roles reflect the ELhR@WLRQTYV GLYHUVLW
Workshops, seminars, and social events celebrating different cultures can help promote
understanding and unity among members.

Conclusion

The post-COVID era presents both challenges and opportunities for the A.M.E. Zion Church. As

LW QDYLJDWHYV WKLV QHZ ODQGVFDSH WKH &KRKDGKWR DWIOL
continued relevance and impact. By addressing the challenges of decreased senior volunteerism
embracing the shift to digital, responding to economic changes, and fostering an inclusive and
multicultural community, the Church can strengthen its role as a spiritual haven amdmom

leader. The strategies outlined in this report provide a roadmap for navigatingheges,

ensuring that the Church remains a vibrant and vital force in the lives of its members and the

broader community.






Healthy Holiday Safety Tip

As you plan your holiday gatherings and the
PHDOV WKDW JR DORQJ ZLWK WHEK
sanitize and disinfect as you clean. To stay as
healthy and germ and bacteria free as possible

we must do more than clean the surfaces of the
things we use and in most contact with. When

we see dirt and debris, we know how to clean.
%XW ZH FDQYW VWRS WKHUH :H
to sanitize and disinfect also.

'H QHHG WR FRPEDW ZKDW ZH FD

Cold germs can live on surfaces tgr to one weekbut they lose effectiveness after
the first 24 hours. Cold germs on your hands can live for up to one hour. The
influenza (flu) virus can live for up to 24 to 48 hours on hard surfaces. The
coronavirus can live from a few hours to a few days.

Bacteria can livaip to two hour®n surfaces like doorknobs, keyboards, and
tables. Bacteria doubles every 20 minutes.

There is a lot more to say about germs and bacteria, but we will not address that at
WKLV WLPH 2XU IRFXV LV KROLGD\ VHDVRQ LV EHLQ
mean it is germ or bacteria free. We must also realize that we may not get ALL
germs and bacteria, but we can do our best to reduce its life span.

Special Note:Read all labels, follow directions and use the correct product for the
task you are addressing.

Thank you,Traveler On A MissionRU VXSSO\LQJ WKLV HDV\ WR UH
/ILVW’






7KH KROLGD\ VHDVRQ LV D MR\IXO WLPH IRY POV ROPXO\ @©OR]
friends, have large gathers with food, games, and memories of the past andniregdia the

IXWXUH :H FDQYW ZDLW WR VHH WKH abyi®rQwa/falgr.HoRtheH UHP
niece who went off to college has graduated and now opening her own npealtale. How time

flies. We remember and enjoy what was and is now.

%XW WKHUH DUH WKRVH ZKR GUHDG WKHRKROD@B\VR&DRE W 2
FDQTW JR E\ IDVW HQRXJK 7KHUH LV GHSUMMYMISRO@ N DGQH V)
sense of purpose. Maybe the loss of a loved one or sickness has takgnfer self or others.

&RSLQJ ZLWK HYHU\GD\ OLIH KDV EHHQ D GRXH) RWUW®W KHS VIREP(C
HFRQRPLF EDFNJURXQG RI D SHUVRQ ,W GRHVQYW ©6DODNWHU
KRXVH PD\ EH & hGAROHen Q fievéoP do¥g W church or attends bible study. It doesn't
matter how many people you know and associate with. It doesn't matter haw pigor a person

may be, depression, loneliness, the sense of purpose, self-worth, grief, shdagashe, and

sorrow can affect many of us at any time.

Therefore, as we approach this holiday season let us not fongsit family who are living home

alone or in a nursing home. Let us not forget to invite someone to dinner. Lefoigatio give

our time. Let us not forgdb knock RQ WKH WHHQDJHUTfV aG®iRten whdiWwW XV QR
someone needs to speak. Let us not fdgeall, hearing a voice is almost like getting a hug. We

will not forget to PRAY!

Hebrews 13:16 3$QG GR QRW IRUJHW WR GR JRRG DQG WR VKDUH
*RG LV SOHDVHG °

Romans 12:13 36 KDUH ZLWK WKH /RUGTV SHRSOH ZKR DUH LQ QHH!
Galatians 6:2 3&DUU\ HDFK RWKHU {¥Waf XR)XGARYO DRCGILQOWMKMKWY ODZ

1 Thessalonians 5:11 37KHUHIRUH HQFRXUDJH RQH DQRWKHU DQG EXL
GRLQJ ~
















